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ous treatiſe talled the co 


plaint of Grace compiled by the | 
notable clerke mapſter Jhon Redman l 
Doctour in diuinitee deceafſed, late Þ 
mayſter 02 P2eſſdent of Trinitie col- 1 
ledge in Lambzidge, cont ainpng in it N 
muche godlp learnpng and veritee . 
of matter. greatly p2ofitable and | - 
necefſarp foꝛ all men to loke 
in, Nowe newlp and firſt 
ſet furth by Thomas 
Smpth ſeruaunt 
tothe Muenes 
molt ercellent 
maieſtie. 


Fxcuſum Londini in edibus Roberts Caly, 


«Crum privilegio ad impri- 
mendum ſolum: | | 


¶ To the moſt ercellent 
and moſte vertuous ladye and 
our mole gratious ſoueraigne, Marie 
bp the grace of God Quene of Eng; 
lande, Frannce, Naples, Hteryſatem 
and Jrelande, Dekendoux of the faith, 


pꝛinceſſe of, Sgaigne * Slcilte, Arche ⸗ 


vucheſſe, of Auſtgta, Dutheſſe of Mt» 
laine, Burgundte aud 18210and, Col: 


te of Haſpurge, Flayndets's Tp» 
faithfull, 


role. our Maleſties moſte 
louing # obedidient ſertiarit Thom is 
Smpth wiſſheth long aud pꝛolpe ⸗ 
rous lpfe, witch conſonaunt 
gccomplrthment of all 
pour moſt godlp 
deſires, 


n Hiſte in his Gol⸗ 
opeli (moſte godlpe and 
vertuous Ladpe) ad- 

% U moniſhed his diſciples 
dall others in them, 
— apinge. Neno lucernam 
acrendir & in avjcondito pumt, neq [ub modin, 
ſed ſupra candelabrium, vt qui inzrediuntny , 
lunen videant. That is, Moman lighteth 
A. li. a can- 


Luc xt. 


a candell, and putteth it in couert nei⸗ 
ther vnder a buſſhell, but vpon a can- 
delſticke, that they whiche come in, 
mape lee lyght . Declaringe cherbp, 
howe earneſtip he willeth the vertue 
of his veritie, and light of his worde, 
not to be obſcared noꝛ hidden ſpecial⸗ 
lpe in all ſuche as pott lle che dame) as 
maze platnięe m pe allo appere dy that 
which koloweth the like ſentence w2ct; 
ten by theuangeliſte S. Mathewe ſai: 
pnge, Sic luct i lux veſtra cram homin:, 


Math. v. bus , vt videant opera veſtva bons. That 


is. Let pour light ſo chyne hefoꝛe men, 
that they mate ſee poux good workes. 
W hiche lellon euerg chziltianoughte 
chꝛiſtianlp to conſidꝛe, as mater con: 
maunded bp the higheſt maiſter, Chit 
himtelte. S herkoꝛe hauing in Hp hans 
des this woꝛthie and notable wozk? » 
called the complainte of Grace, com: 
ptled by that worthie's notable clerks 
maſſter John Redman doctour in dt 
uinitie, deceaſſed, late matter oxnꝛeſi⸗ 
dent of Trinitie colledgein Cäbzidge⸗ 
not vert? longe bekoꝛe he left this tvi- 
ſitazp lpfe; whiche was. 1551, __ 

| as in 


(as in like wyſe to longe befoze , and 
allo to lange.ſtthens )nothinge mete o⸗ 
penly. to manifeſt{,0.govly and (g true, 
amater. Foꝛ truth was than ſateudze, 
that without great daunggp the fight 
not well be touched (witnes u 5 
who allo amonges others fo2 truhes 
ſaze haue Cundzelp ſured) . And hat 
dimme, and 


— 


ts one, a piete cleane repugnant to the 
fclaunderous repoꝛte of ſomme per- 
uers perſons whiche ſithens his de- 
ctaſſe, haue not ceaſled bothe to ſpeake 
and to wiite of him moſte vntuſtelpe, 
but Tuch is the pꝛopertie of obFinate' 
hereſte, with falſitte to enfozce her ft- 
warde iniquitie) . J therefoie haue 
thought good, moke gracious ladpe, 
not onelpe to ſet it abiode, as a mit- 
rour fo; all men to beholde theinſelfe 
truelte, but alſo fo2 the woꝛthpnes of 
the wozke, to dedicate it vuto pour 
Mateſtie ,'as to the cleareſt lanterne , 
giuinge katreſt light to all vertuous 
ipke e godly magnanimite. But here, 
ones agatne J will ſtate, ieſte J hould 
ferme as J ſuied, eftſons to ſet fut the 
katned klatterie, although in-verie-dete, 
tonſciente cõmaundetch me to conkelle 
it ( as it is) a veritable veritie. And 
nowe, betaufe tediouſnes ſhall not a⸗ 
buſe time, J wil conclude bꝛieklp. 
Moſte humblie beſechinge thineffable 
Trinitee, that as (bg his diuine pzout- 
dente your Maie ſtie in mariage hathe 
matched pour ſelfe with ſuche — 

inge 


Ninge # woꝛthpe Pzince as no earth⸗ 


Ip piouince hathe pzeſentlice the like , 


Hit mate alſo further pleaſe his ineſti⸗ 
mable deitie, to graunte vnto bothe 
pour graces (indiuideaſy) longe to lpue 
and raigne ouer vs in all healthe ho- 
noure and felicitie. And that ot pour 
two moſte noble perſonages, mape 
be pꝛocreat vnto vs ſuch a poſte- 
titie, as mate be to the plea⸗ 
„J four of God, to the pꝛo- 
kite of bot he pour 
 doinin(ons, and 
to the ful en- 
creaſſe of 
true 
Lh:iſtianitte , 
Amen.. 


Your Maieſlies meſte humble ſers 
#4nt and perpetuall Oratour, 
Thomas Smythe . 


The tomplaint ok grace, 


Grate ſpeaketh. 


ER E L not 


N. N ä 
cot althoughe I 


gcbeyngmoſt full of 
S pacience and longa 
r nimitie) doo pet at 
ength bꝛeake furth in this ma⸗ 
ner of complaint and lamenta⸗ 
tion, foꝛ the eaſing of my great 
doloure and heuineſſe. Wherof 
many times the outwarde er- 
peſſing and opening is no mal 
aſwaging and comfozte, and it 
may ſo chaunce that the autour 
of all goodnes (inſpiringe into 
ſome hartes pitie and compaſſt» 
on vpõ me, oꝛ rather vpo them⸗ 
ſelues, thzoughe this mp com⸗ 
platnte ) may therby ſende me 
ſoine relief 02 mitigacion of mp 
great paine and anguiche. The 


greater and moꝛe noble perlo⸗ 


Bil, nage 
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nage that one is, and beyng fal⸗ 
len into aduerſitte , the mooze 
greuous is the lamentacion , 
and the cauſe of greuous com⸗ 
plainfe is thought mooze iuſte 
and reaſonable. As fo me, J 
neade not to boſte of my ſelfe, 
what J am, & wherof J came, 
fo2 the wozld,thoughe it be ne⸗ 
uer ſo blinded thzoughe wyc⸗ 
kedneſſe and wylfulnes , pet 
it can not but graunte me fo 
be the ineſtimable freaſour of 
all goodnes , and confeſſe all 
thynges fo come of me the 
graceof God. The blinde foo- 
les knowe the beginninge and 
roote of all goodnes, and the 
ſpung from whence it cometh, 
and where they mape haue it 
moſte plentiftully, and yet they 
either irke oz dildaine there to 
take it (when it is offred), yea 

| . whan 


r, rs 
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J remained with his ſonne J⸗ 
ſaac. Foz in other places abzode 
in the wozld, J could gette but 
ſmal herboꝛow. J would glad⸗ 


lie haue ben alſo with Iſmaell, 
(an other ſon of Abꝛaham) but 
J fotinde him onerſturdie. J- 
ſaac was meke and gentle, and 
ſo was Rebecca his wyfe. Ye 


had two ſonnes(Eſau the elder Ge. xxv. 


and Jacob the ponger) J had a 
moze delite vnto the yonger , 


Foz the elder was pꝛoude, im⸗ 


patiente, a glotton, and giuen to 
paſtime a pleaſour , but Jacob 
was ſimple, lober, and no meds 
ler abzode, but loued to keepe 
home . And J taughte him 
(thꝛough his mothers couſeh to 
pꝛeuente his bzother Eſau, in 


And after that, J waited vpon 
him into Meſopotamia, all the 
While 


ettinge his fathers bleſſinge. Ge. xx vi. 


lf 0 HE COMPLAINT 


nn while hee ſerued his vncle La- 
4 Gen,xxvtii dan, and by the wape J obtai- 
. ned him ſuche famutaritie with 
11088 God, that it pleaſed God to 
it ſpeake to him from the foppe of 
i | e ladder, bpon whiche Aun- 
Hl: gelles came bp and downe,and 
n there God voucheſafed to re⸗ 
4 { | newe the pꝛomiſe made befoze 
| vnto Abzaham of the vniuerſal 
bleſſinge that choulde come to 
the woꝛlde. Whereat J greatlie 
reioyled, knowing that my full 
power ſhoulde not come befoze 
that tyme. Than J pzoſpered 
Jacob in all his wapes, and all 
i his buſines, # gate him a good 
|, Gene.rrir. mariage of his bncles dough» 

| ter. And whan Jacob was wel 
encreaſed in rycheſſe and ſub- 
ſtaunce, J conducted him into 
his countree agame, and ſaued 
him from the daunger of hys 
bothers 


CF GRACE. 


whan it is put into their mou⸗ 
thes, as meate is miniſtred to 
infantes oz ſickefolkes),yet abs 
hozre they fo receyue it, and ſo 
put it furthe agayne. Mine aũ⸗ 
tientie is from the begynninge, 
whan the foundacions of the 
woꝛlde werelated, a al thinges 


were created and bzought koꝛth 


by that almyghtie woꝛd, which 
was with God and was God 
himſelfe. By whom with hys 
Father and the holye ſpirite, J 
was apointed ſpeciallie to wait 
vpon that creature foz whiche 
the reſt of ß wozke was made, 
that vnkinde creature, J ſaye 
mankinde with whom Þ was 
put in paradiſe, that I myghte 
conducte and guyde them, that 
thꝛonghe myne aſſiſtaunce they 
choulde haue ben tranſlated to 
aperfite and moſt ſure ſtate of 

B. il. felicitie 
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Gent. il. kelicite immoꝛtalite and blyſſe. 


But that falſe ſerpent deceiued 
the womã, and by her luggeſti⸗ 
on the ma beyng ouerthzowen, 
both were expelled turth of the 
garden of pleaſaunce into the 
vale of wzetchedneſſe ; fo toyle 
bpon the earthe , wherof they 
were made, and ſo became ſub⸗ 
tecte vnto deathe, linne, infir⸗ 
mitie, and ali kinde ok miſerie. 
This greued me not a litle that 
this my chepe (to which J was 
committed) thzoughe his owne 
faulte and folye was caſt into 
ſuche calamite. But yet of pitie 
J lette him not, but folowed x 
purſued after, that I might re 
couer him againe, and euer ſins 
there aboute Jhaue trauailed 
contmuallie, ſparinge foz noo 
payne, thoughe God him lelf? 
Gould ſuffer, as finallie in ded? 

2M FJ bzough! 


” "OF GRACE. * T 
Jb:ought it to paſſe. and yet al j 
wpll not ſerue. So farre J en- 11 


tteated foz Þ poꝛe outlaw (mã⸗ 
kinde) whan he was baniched 
kurth of Paradiſe, that pꝛomiſe 
of comfozte. was pzofered vnto 
him, whiche was, that his ſede gene lt. 
choulde bzcake the Serpentes 
head, # that ot him at the tyme 
appointed, huld come one that 
ſhould deſtrop p power of Sa⸗ 
than, who was p woꝛker of all 
this wo, wherin mankind was 
wꝛapped , I thought longe fox 
the comming of this time, foꝛ J 
knew that than JMould beare 
greate rule, and myne honoure 
choulde be dilated all abzode 
the woꝛlde. But in the meane 
ſeaſon o Loꝛde, howe was J 
troubled and vexed 2 litle, and 
of the mooſt parte nothing ſet 
bye noz eſtemed, but retected c 
B. ui. repelled 


— — — — — 
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| repelled ouer all the wozlde , 
* mooſt vnkindlye and cruellye, 
if "nl Maʒalediction and ſinne reigned 
1 euery where. Euen choꝛtlye afs 
li” || ter, in Adams lyfe time, Cayn 
161.0 (his vngracious ſonne) ſtirred 
10 with enupe and malpyce) , ſlewe 
lll Seve d. bis bꝛother Abell , and woulde 
on clit. not be aduertiled by me, to hũ⸗ 
WI ble him ſelfe and acknowledge 
1 l his faulte,with truſt in goddes 
140 mercie, but fell info deſperact- 
14 on, and became a runnagate 
bpon the earthe. And the mooſt 
parte of that generacion and 
poſterite deſpiſed me, and ſette 
meatnought; and folowed the 
ſteppes of their father Cayn, 
and were all gyuen to wozldiye 
and carnall inuencions. Seth 


11a | 
iN Sent u. (che thirde lonne of Adam) was 
moꝛe bleſſed. and J was ſome⸗ 
thinge moze familiar with bes 
po ſte⸗ 
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poſterite, but at length J was 
cleaneretected of all ſides, cõ⸗ 
temaed of all ſoztes of people, 
and the moze that the wozlde 
multiplted tn generacton , the 
leſſe thei regarded me, but gaue 
them ſcife all to ſynne and ini⸗ 
qute, ſekinge onlye to ſatiſfie 
their carnal luſtes and wozldlie 
deſires, in [o muche that God 
(ſeing them ſo wholy diſpoſed 
and bent to al vngraciouſneſſe) 


wared heuie and repented him gene. vl 


of the creacion ol man, and foꝛ 
vengeaunce and punichment of 
ſinne, he determined to deſtroy 
the whole woꝛlde ( both ma and 
beaſt), and wylled me to with⸗ 
dꝛawe my ſeife from the wozlde 
that they might periſhe in their 
bnhappines. But as God wold 
there was one good and vertu⸗ 
ous mã, whole name was Roe, 

B. ilit. who 
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who euen as J was lecreflye 
departinge from the earthe , 
founde me, #obtained of God, 
that I myght tarpe with him, 
and God of hys goodnes was 
content that ſo I ſhould, Than 
was J gladde to wayte vpon 
Noeand fo be cloſed vpin the 
Arke, whiche God had cauſed 
him to make foz ſauinge of him 


elfe, with his malle retmue, 


from the raging floode, whiche 


in the ſpate of fourtie dates and 


fourtte nyghtes ſwalowed vp 
all the Iyutnge creatures vpon 
the earthe. Me thought it a 
ſtraũge thig to haue fo ſtraight 
an habitacion, but fo2 the tyme 
I comfozted my lelfe, in that F 
thought the woꝛlde after thys 


waſſhing, woulde amende and 
become muche fairer, And tru⸗ 


lye here God ſhewed him lelke 
vets? 
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verie good vnto mankind, pꝛo⸗ 
uoking them to make muche of 
me, and as if he had euen than 
created the woꝛlde a newe, he 
bleſſed Noe and his childzen , & 
badde them encreale and mul⸗ Sener. 
tiplie, and repleniſhe the earth, 
and gaue vnto them maiſtrie 
and dominton ouer all beaſtes 
of the earthe, koules of the ayer 
and fiſhes of. the lea, and bad 
the eate therof as theythought 
good, whiche libertie was not 
expꝛeſſed befoze that tyme, but 
G2:tlie affer / When we were 
gotten fozthe of the Arke , ana 
beganne to dwell againe vpon 
the earthe, truſtinge to haue 
founde ſome qutetnes and rule 
than at my pleaſure, J founde 
it muche otherwiſe, foz vngra- 
cious Cham one of Noe ſonnes 
beganne to.r;newevngracious 
touches 


Geut. x. 


—— — — — 
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touches, and became a mocker 


of his father , c than came mas 
lediction in againe vpon Cha⸗ 
naan, whiche ſo daylie encrea⸗ 
ſed and lpꝛed ab2ode, not onlye 
in that tyme and generation of 
Cham, but alſo in the poſterite 
of Japheth and Sem, that J 
coulde ſcante finde anye quiet 
place where too abide. Than 
came Membꝛoth, that mightie 
hunter not ſo much foz his hun⸗ 
tinge of wylde beaſtes, as foꝛ 
huntinge of poſfeſſions c loꝛd⸗ 
chippes, he and his ſoꝛt (oppꝛel⸗ 
ſours, extoꝛtioners, enrychers 
of them ſelues c wherof manye 
were than, althoughe no thinge 
lyke as nowe) hunted ſo, that 
they almooſt hallawed me out 


ok the woꝛlde. And ſodainlie as 


J was wandering and ſekinge 
Tome dwelling place, J awe 


OF GRACE. 


the people all ſef on madneſſe 


going about to builde acifie #3 


retched to heauen , And whan 
J toulde not diſvwoade them fro 
this arrogant enferpaiſe, I cõ⸗ 
mitted the mater to God, who 
confounded their languages # 
tonges that on of the could not 
vnderſtand an other, and ſo thei 
teaſſed with ſhame and no mal 
punichment, and than were thei 
deuided and diſperſed-oner all 
the earthe. J foldwed and at⸗ 
tended here and there, wayting 
where J myght kinde reſt, but 
all went fo wꝛacke, koꝛ ſinne o; 
uerflowed euerye where, and 
than of ſynne came blindnes, 
ignoraunce, and foꝛzgetting ot 
God, in lo muche that the wps 
ſeſt nations (as the Chaldees) 
kell from the wozchippinge — 
| e 
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the onlye true lyuinge God, to 
molt foule Idolatrie. And vahã 
J ſawe this abomination, Jac 
acquainted my lelfe with one 
Abꝛam, the ſõne of Thare, and 
perſwaded hym to obeye the 
calling of God, and to departe 
fo:th of that wycked countree, 
and by my meanes J gate him 
ſuche frendſhippe and familia⸗ 
ritie with god, that he gaue him 


his bleſſing, and made him pꝛo⸗ 


miſe that vmuerſall bleſſpnge 
Goulde come to the hole wozlde 
in his ſeede. J founde thys A⸗ 
bꝛaham verie gentle and trac- 
table, and he attended diligent⸗ 
lie to my monitions and was 
careful to kepe me. and retuſed 
no trauaile noꝛ tribulacion, but 
alwayes humblye he folowed 
me and wayted vpon me. And 
I leaffe him not, but was euer 

readie 


kx 4 * 3 9 * 


his kapth vnto him foz ryghte⸗ 


OF NEH. 1 
rtadie to p2eſerue him in all 14 
daungers, and from al enmies. 4 
God lyked him well and made 10 
him eftſones free pꝛomiſe of the * 
ſinguler benedictiõ that ſhould „ 
come by his ſeede, and that he 1 
Gould haue an heire: (although 
he were olde, & Dara his wyke 
barratn) and that his poſterite 
chould exceade in noumbꝛe the Bene. cv. 
multitude of the ſtarres. And 
taught Abꝛaham to beleue and 
gyue credife to the pzomiſe of 
God, who is al trueth, and god 
accepted that wel, and imputed 


wilenes. Ok this pꝛomiſe made 
by God vnto Abꝛaham J res 
teaued greate comfozte, c wag 
wonderfullp reutued, truſtinge 
by this benediction to be exal⸗ 
ted, and to bere rule in ð woꝛld. 
And J continued still with A- 100 

bꝛaham 4 
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bꝛaham, ct bꝛought him diners 
times to familiar ſpeach with 
almightie God. J fouude alſo 
ſome comfozte and delite in hys 
coſin Loth, and taughte hym 
the vertue of holpitalite, wher⸗ 
by he receaued the Angelles in⸗ 
to his houſe. And J obteined 
his deliueraunce from that ter⸗ 
rible deſtruction ok Sodom a 
Gomoꝛre. Thele were Cities 
giuen to extreme abomination, 
and would in no viſe ſuffer my 
tarienge amonges them, noꝛ J 
coulde not get lo muche as ten 
perſons within the hole citie ol 
Sodom to take my part, wher⸗ 
by the citie mighte haue ben ſa- 
ued. And ſo the iuſt punichment 
did lighte vpon them foz an ex⸗ 
ample of the iuſte iudgement of 
God. After that Abzaham was 
departed fozthe of this = 

re- 
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bothers diſpleaſure , cc endued 
him with ſuche ſtrength that he 
wꝛaſtled with the Aũgell, wher 


by hys name was chaunged fro 


Jacob to Iſrael. I bare à great 


ſtroke in Jacobs houle a cer⸗ 
taine ſpace , but ſodainlie the 
tlearnes of my ioye began to be 
ouercaſt; Foz Jacob had one 


ſonne named Joſeph, andthe gene 


reſt of hys bꝛetherne began to 
tonceiue mdignacion and ma- 
lice agamſt hun , becauſe their 
father Jacob bare ſpeciall loue 
and fauour bnto him. There 
can be no greater grife oꝛ vexa⸗ 
tion vnto me, than to abide in 
the houſe where malice and ha⸗ 
tred is entred. This malice of 
the other bzethzen againſt Jos 
leph, was alſo encreaſed by cer 
tame dꝛeames ot Joſeph, voher 

E... of he 
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of he made interpꝛetacions, 
j whiche greatlie milliked hys 
bꝛethern. Finallie, thei ſold him 

to marchauntes Jſmaelites, 
| who paſſed thꝛoughe the coun⸗ 
WEI | trie,and made his father belene 
4:01; that a wylde beaſte had deuou⸗ 
1 red him. Thus Joſeph was ca⸗ 

ried awaye and bꝛought into 

Egypt, and thi hutiphar the 

Gent. 39. Chamberlaine of king Pharao 
bought him of the marchaun- 

tes. But J was with him and 

he pꝛoſpeted in all thinges, and 

gate him the fauour of hys 

Loꝛde and maiſter, who made 

hun ruler of his houſe, and put 

him in ſinguler truſte. Joſeph 

was an innocent man, of great 

| integrite and perfection, and 
| there with all bewtifull # well 
| fauored. His lady and maiſttes 
| tempted 
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Yempfed vehementlie his cha⸗ 
Fſtite;but thzough my helpe and 
wuncell he refuſed fo conſente 
to that wicked woman. Wher- 
Ffoze in deſpite the wꝛought him 
wo; fozginge- Ives and ſlaun⸗- 
ders againſt him, and makinge 
falſe cöplapntes of him, wher⸗ 
by hys maiſter (gyuinge ouer⸗ 
lyght and haſtie credence to his 
wyues tale ) did caſt good Jos 
ſeph into pꝛiſon, where he was 
chutte vp, and cloſed a good ſeaꝛ 
ſon. But J leffe him not, but 
tonfoꝛted his harte with pati⸗ 
kuce, and brought him into fa⸗ 
uout with the keper # maſter 
df the pꝛiſon, fo that he bare 
rheife rule amonges the pꝛiſo⸗ 
ners. and was in greate truſte 
and credite, behauinge himſeiſe 
in all thynges moſt vpryghtlye 

ä C. ii. thzough 
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thꝛoughe my helpe. At length he 
was delivered furth of the pꝛi⸗ 
ſon at ſuche time as the vnkind 
Butler remembꝛed the true in⸗ 
terpꝛetacion of hys Dꝛeame, 
whiche Joſeph had made, and 
than kyng Pharao cauſedhim 
to be bzought furth of pꝛiſon: a 
whan he ſawe that Joſeph al- 
ſo had declared the meaning of 
hys dꝛeames ſo wonderfullye, 
he had him in great veneracion, 
(ſeinge hym to be replenihed 
with the ſpirite of God) and ex⸗ 
alted hym, and made him hys 
lieutenaunte and nexte in dig⸗ 

mite and honour to him ſelfe, in 
all the lande of Egypt · And by 
his pꝛudente pollicie and p20- 
uiſion - bothe the: people were 
quietlie patified in tyme ot the 
darthe, and the sende f 


OF GRACE. 7 
At that time hunger and gene- 
rall ſcarſife of cozne compelled i 
Jacob to ſende his ſonnes out Gen. lit. 
of the lande of Chanaan into 
Egypt, to bye ſome graine , 
where thep kounde their bꝛo⸗ 
ther in pꝛincipall authoꝛite, but 
they knewe him not, he dalyed 
with them koꝛ a ſeaſon after a 
ſtraunge facion,and at thelaſte 
he chewed him ſelfe with all 
gentlenes what he was, ſo that 
they knewe him, and than after 
comfoztable wozdes, he com⸗ 
maunded them to go and bzing Gen iv · 
their olde father Jacob into E- 
gypt, # to retourne themſelfes 
with all their houſholde ſtuffe 
and ſubſtaunce, and ſo they did. 
And king Pharao(foz Joſephs 
lake, j receaued the with greate 


benignite, granting to tyem cö⸗ Be civi. 


C. iii. modious, 1 
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modious habitaciõ in p coũtrie 
of Gerſyn. Al this J bzought 
to paſſe, and continued ſtil with 
Joleph and his father Jacob 
during their lyfe. And although 
IJ was not ſo wel entreated ag 
was meete, yet J remayned a⸗ 
monges the relte of Jacobs 
ſonnes, and continued foz the 
molt parte with that generatt- 
on and people, which daylie en⸗ 
creaſed c muitiplied in Egypt. 
In other places J coulde beare. 
but ſmale rule, fo2 Fdolatrie. 
bad infected the woꝛlde. pet 
kounde one good ſeruaunte a⸗ 
bꝛode amonges the other naki⸗ 
ons, whoſe name was Job, 
whom J inſtructed with ſingu⸗ 
lar pacience, and pꝛeſerued him 
in perfitte innocentye, ſo that 
neither his wife,noz his fredes, 
noꝛ 
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102 Sathan had any power fo 


peruerte his godlie harte: he 


was lyke a ſtroge tower which 
bye no enemies couide be ouer⸗ 
thzowen; Rowe, whan Jacob 
and his ſonnes were deade, J 


was conuerſante moſt amoges 


that people whiche were called 
Jſraelytes. But certaine yeres 
after, there fell vnto them great 
afflictiõ and trouble, by reaſon 


that the kynge of Egypt began exo. 


to haue them in delpite, and the 
people of the countrie enuped 
them verye ſoze, &lo they were 
put to great vexation, and op⸗ 
pꝛeſſed with labour in daw⸗ 
bing and tyling, that they were 
werie of their lyues, & wyſt not 
whether to turne them. Than 
if pleaſed GOD to ſende one 


whoſe name was Moyſes, vpõ a qv 


Etod.it. 


Exo. iii. 
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whom by Gods wyll a apoint⸗ 
ment J wapted diligentlie fro 
tyme of his byzthe tyl the houte 
of his death. He was take furth 
of the ryuer, and bꝛought vp by 
kinge Pharaos doughter in the 
court. He was taughte and in⸗ 
ſtructed with al kinde of ſcience 
and conning of the Egyptians, 
but thꝛoughe my motion and 
aduertiſement he ( refuſinge # 
renouncing all wozldlie honour 
and pꝛeeminence) fled awape X 
conuated him ſelfe into the lade 
of Madian, and there he was 
cõtent to kepe ſhepe in the wyl · 
dernes, where God appeared 
to him, and cõmaunded him to 
go and deliver the people of 
Iſraell furthe of the ſclauerye 
that they were in, in Egypt. 
This Moyſes ITN 


WS 2 Sf VS 
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. bys almyghfye power by the 
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in the fauour of God, and had h 
reuelation of the eſſenttal name . 
of God, and a Rodde deltuered | 
to him wherewith to wozke % m. 
wonders and miracles. Ind 
than by goddes commaunde⸗ i 
mente, he with his bzother N 
Aaron entred vnto kinge Pha⸗ } 
rao charginge him in Goddes 1 
name that the people Could be ' 
deliuered. But Pharao ,obſtt- | 
natlie refuſed the monifton and 
wyll af God, and hardened hys 
owne harte and ſtyll oppꝛeſſed 
the people. But God declared 


vi 
hande of Moyſes, and did ſend Exo. v. ö 
diuers plages vpon Pharao x rl; 
all the lande of Egypt, ſo that [| 
finallye he was gladde to lette i 
the Iſraelites departe. But ſo⸗ Ero. III.. 
dainlie his harte chaunged a⸗ \ 

C. v. gainſt | 


F 
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ainſt them, being all blynded 
ith cruell malice,furiouſite he 
and hts people perſecuted them, 
purpoſing vtterlie their diſtrue/ 
tiõ. But Þ wꝛought ſo mighte⸗ 
lie with Moyſes , that he and 
the childzen of Jſraell eſcaped 
thꝛoughe the redde Sea, in 
which Pharao with al his holt 
was ouerwhelmed # d20wned, 
Than J taught Moyſes # the 
people of God with him, to giue 
lande and pꝛaiſe to God with 
ioyful ſonge, ſapinge: Cantemus 
domino, glorioſꝭ enim magnifica- 
tus eſt. After this wha Moyſes 
had bzought the people into the 
wyldernes of Surria, I taughte 
him by his pꝛaier, to chaunge 
the bitter and ſower waters in 
to lwetenes, wherby the mur⸗ 
muringe of the people was = 
2 cilic 
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wyldernes u, G J0ane: Til. 
ted vnto cem God guns Exo. cuil. ſl | 
Manna, And in Raphydun'FJ * 
ſttrred 9oples vntu pꝛayer: 1 


wherbye he obtained water aut Ero. coil. 
of the : roche, to iquenti the 
thirſt of p marm ring 2 ; 
And J taughte him alſo 
tyng vp his handes in pꝛater to 
vanquiche Amalec, which came 
and made aſlaulte vpon the Jl⸗ 
taelites. After all this J came 
with Mapyles, Aaron and the 
childꝛen of Jſraell into the des 
ferfe of Dinay, and there J 
bought Moyles to moze fa- Exo. rir. 
miliar cõmunicatiõ with God, 
who vouchelafed to appeare 
vnto him vpon the mountayne 
in kyꝛe, cthe Mountanme allo 
1 in mooſt terrible. ma⸗ 

nuor 
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nour, with thonders and lights 
ninges, and an huge cloude co⸗ 


ueringe the Mountapne, t the 


trumpette fearfullie ſounding, 
that the people were al affraide 
and aſtonted) . There Mopſes 
receaued the tenne cõmaunde⸗ 
mentes and the tawe, and made 
dedication of the olde teſtamẽt, 


ſpꝛinkling bloude fowarde the 


people. But beholde my con⸗ 
trarious chaũces. Whan Mop⸗ 
les was aſcended againe vp to 
the Hyll, to receaue the lawe in 
tables of ſtone ( w2yten by 
Goddes hande) whfle he was 
learning the miſteries of God, 
remaininge thꝛoughe my helpe 
bpon the Moũtain by the ſpace 
of.xl.dayes and.xl.nyghtes.,the 


Ex,xxril- vngractous people aſſembled 


them ſelfes,® compelled *. 


who bade 
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fo make them a Calfe , whiche 
they .wozthipped , and fell to 
catingantdzynking and:\p03- 
ting them ſelfes in their Jhdolas 
trie. This ettedinglyt 

me, and made al iu God ungrie, 


go done 
from the Hill, and thꝛetenetrto 
deſtroy that hard and ſkiffente- 


ked people But J ſtired Mo. 


ſes to feruenti pꝛaper; wher⸗ 
by the angrvof God was aſwa⸗ 
ged that he with due his ben⸗ 
— e bming 


the — —- 
and bzakethem:atithe-foofoof 
the Hil;andtoke che Calfrand 


burnte it brate if to: baude, 
an 


1 
. 
© 1 


1 
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und gaue it᷑ to dʒynke in water 


do he chyldzen af Iſraell, and 


tian toꝛ great ʒcale and indig⸗ 
natld, wherwith'Moyſes was 
cenftamed;he cauſed.one of them 
.taþyll an other to:theflaugh- 
ter vf.rriiicthoewſfande ; Pet Y 
cfFomoued'the:hartiof Moyſes, 
that he mooſt inſtantlie pꝛaped 
»vufh God foz the offenſe of 
the people, wilhinge (rather 
chan that God ſhoulde not foz- 
gyue them) to be blotted'furth 
whthe bovke Uf lyfe. T hns J 
timtinue Moyſts and 
Sys beether Aaron and a fewe 
wther whithe were contented 


Eco xxxiiit s beo ted byme3 Aud J hed 


ꝓred Moſestto tetouer agapnt 
dhe lables ot the: tawe , and to 
erecte the taderiracte; and than 
Bod .taughte: him the — 


* _ -\ _#@.. A... 2% turns 


murmuringe againſte Mopſes 


ans ; foz their murmuringe a⸗ 
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and fourme of all ſacrifices and 
oblations, with all the. rites, 
ceremonies, #maner of iudge⸗ 
mentes, whiche God thoughte 
mete and conueniente koꝛ that 
tyme of the olde teſtament⸗ As 
foꝛ the nombꝛe of. the Yfrarlt= 
tes they were euer ſtubboꝛne, 
ſtyffe necked, harde harted, 
doubting and miſtruſting god⸗ 
des pꝛomiſes, euer crying and 


and Aaron. yea of Jarog kinl- 
folkes there were ſome as Ma⸗ 
dab, & Abiu, whiche deſpjfinge 
my pꝛeceptes, foz their pꝛeſũp⸗ 
tion were conſumed with fyꝛe: 
yea J had muche a do to kepe 
Jaron him ſelfe and Maty the 
ſiſter ok Moyſes . They were 
almooſt vanquiched away from 


gains 
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gaynſt Moyſes, and Mary, 
was ſtryken with Lepꝛoſpe. 
And by and by the hole people 
made inſurrection, and would 
haue ſtoned Caleb and Joſue, 
berauſe they exhozted the peo⸗ 
ple to be conſtante in their iour⸗ 
ney, and did animate them to 
the coqueſt of the lande of Cha ⸗ 
naan. God was foz thys Re- 
bellion (as he is foz all other) 
.berye angrye and thzetened de⸗ 
.Qruction , but Moyſes by fer- 
uent pzayer ouer came him foꝛ 
that pzeſent vengeaunce.Than 
ſodainlye aroſe an other Kebel⸗ 
lion agaynſt Moyſes and Ja- 
ton, by Coze,Datha, and Aby- 
ron, with diuers other, whiche 
were of the pꝛincipall ſozte of p 
Spnagoge. But their end was 
hozrtble q woderful —_ 
| n 
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And yet could not the vngraci« 


ous dt wycked people be ſtayed, 
buf fell in murmuring, c began 
newe tumult and buſynes , but 
the wꝛath a plague of God fell 
vpon them, and they were con- 
ſumed with fier, to the numbze 
of xiui.thouſande. And all this 
would not helpe, ſtyll they con⸗ 
tmued murmuring when lo e⸗ 
uer thei wãted the ſatiſfiyng of 
their carnal deſires, inſomuche 
that Moyles was faine to get 


the water out of the hard ſtone. Hum rx. 


But here alas, J was almoſte 
bfferlp retected altogether, not 
onely of the people, but alſo of 
Aaron and MWoyſes himſelfe., 
Foz at this poynt Moyles and 
Aaron were (as men ouer wes 
ried tn continuall conflict) ſome 
thyng kaynted in their hertes, 

Di. and 
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and foz bicauſe their fayth'was 
not ſo vpꝛight as ſhoulde haue 
been, God toke ſuch diſpleaſure 
with them, that they entred not 
into the lande of Beheſt. No 
meruell if the reſt ok the people 
whiche iſſued furth of Egypte 
with Mopſes, were excluded, 

which by ſo many wayes offen- 
ded God, that thei wer deſtroys 
ed, and their bodies pꝛoſtrate in 
the wyldernes, in whiche God 
fedde them and conducted them 
by the ſpace of xl.peres: but thei 
could neuer attaine the lande of 
Chanaan, becauſe they reſiſted 
my admonitions . Oflire hun- 


LIN 
t 17 tum. au Dzeth thouſand, onely two per⸗ 


ſons entred into the lande, and 
al foz their incredulitie and mil⸗ 
beleif. But Joſue & the childzen 
ol them whiche came * of 
gipt 


* »: TT re mw — 1 


CF CRACE. | | * 
Egypt thzough my ayde(accoz- | 7 


ding to Gods pꝛomile ) entred p 
tountrey of Canaan, at whole No! 
entryng God w2oughte great . 
wonders. And when Joſue had 1 
conquered the lãd, and deuided 
it amonges the xi. trybes, he 
thzoughe my ſuggeſtion (lie a 
moſt godly and graciousgouer⸗ 
nour) moſte inſtantly exhozted Jotue. :;. 
the people, diligetly tolearne, # 
ſtedfaſtly to obſerue thelawe # 
commaundementes of God, 
After that Joſue t that gene: 
ration was dead, the Iſraelites Judit. i. 
began to fall into another kind 
of lynne, and would not regard 
God noꝛ his wootkes, but did 
noughtelp in p ſight of the lozd, 
and ſerued Baalim. Thuswas 
Jeuilentreated amoges them, 
and in maner depꝛiued of all ho; 

Di. nour 
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nour and eſtimation: yet J res 
couered my ſelfe thzough great 
ſtrength a vertue. And in this 
extremitie J would not caſt ot 
this vnkynde people, as they 
had reiected me, but J obtamed 
of God foꝛ them, iuſt, wiſe, and 
valiant iudges at ſũdꝛy tymes, 
By whom they were alwayes 
deliuered furth of the captiuite 
and daungier of their enemies. 
And this cotinued by the ſpace 
of foure hundzeth # fiftie peres. 
Pet euer when their iudge was 
dead, than would they returne 
to their olde wicked wayes and 
inuentions, not fearing to p20- 
uoke theangre of god. And the! 
Judit. it. Did not onely fall into 1dolatrye 
of the Gentiles, but allo into 
their vices and fylthie abhomi⸗ 
nations, as appeared ef = : 
uſt 


= # 


as 
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buſing of the Leuites wyfe, by Judic. xi * 
the men ol Gabaa, whiche dete⸗ N 
ſtable crime was cauſe of great 
murther, and in maner occaſion 
of the deſtruction of the whole 
trybe of Beniamyn. In that Judic. xx. 
tyme there was no kyng in IAl⸗ 
rael, but euerpe one did what 
bimlelke thought beſt. The pꝛei⸗Judic.xxt. 
ſtes, iudges, and aunciefes bare 
cheik rule, æ gouerned the people 
as well as it would bee, but all 
was farre ampyſſe, and daily it 
wared wozſe and wozſe, my 
power & honoz continually de- 
creaſed. Pet at 1egathJ bꝛought 
furth Samuel, and ofa good.. Reg.. 
childe made him a good old mi. 

n his dates the people 
to crie foza king, c J p2 


I cw 
at Gods hande, that a certatne 


goodly-pong mã named Saul, (Reg r. 
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was apointed fo be their kyng. 
A (ſmall tyme was he in his 


t. Neg. xv. kingdome,but he aked me ok, 


and was diſobedient to the will 
of God declared to him by Das 


muel, and folowed his owone, 2 


ſaued Agag . Wherfoze Jlekte 
kyng Saul, permitted him to 
an euil ſpixite, æ J acquainted 
me w Dauid the ſonne of Jelle, 


{Keg.rvi à man of the ſpecial election of 


i. Reg. vi. 


God, whom J cauſed Samuel 
to anoint king in place ot Saul. 
J comfozted Dauid in great 
tribulations, whiche Saul ral- 
ſed againſt him, and finallye J 
bꝛought him to quiet poſſeſſion 
ok the kyngdome of Ilraell, J 
gate him gret victoꝛies againſt 
thinfideles, J made him bꝛing 
home to his Citie with greate 


.reuerence the Arke of God, pea 


Job: 
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Jobfained that moſt gracious 


pzonuſe of Meſſias, which was 


— long befaze to Abzahã, to- Neg. 7. 
be reuued with this kyng Da⸗ 


uid, that of him #his ſeede the 
ſonne of God Hauld be incar⸗ 
nate. J ſtirred his heart to de» 
uotion & feruent deſire to haue 
God honoured: J taught him to 


make Plalmes æ ſonges in the 
p:atſe of the moſte Higheſt and 
mercifull God. But: ſee what 


miſfotunes happen vnto me. 

This ame kyng Daupyd vpon 
who'JL had (o longs diligently 
attended; and lo carefully nozi⸗ 
chedand bzgught vp, ſodainely 
wich a blaſt of temptacion was 


taxied away, ſt had almaſtloſte 


nue He foꝛgat me and himſeife, 
and: cõmitted na ſmalbfaultes, 


Arn Adult utan murther. 2. Reg. 11. 


D. liii. And 
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#| - Kegz4, And another time alſo he ollen 


. Reg. i. 


z. Reg * 


 thecomfoztable:s tapfullfpitits 


ded me in numbztngthe people, 
he had foz theſe been loſt #faz-' 
lozne, if I had not with all ve⸗ 
hemencie ſtyꝛred his heart to pe 
naunce and contrition. But he 
ceaſſed not to wayle and wepe, 
to mourne and lament. to cal a 


crye, both day and nyght. tyll 


had bought him into his foꝛ⸗ 


mer ſtate, æ reconciled him with 


God, who was hyghly diſptea- 
ſed; He eryed after meas alibe 
oz byzde; whichehad.olte:h(s 
damme, # God of Hig igoodnts 
receiued hum Froſtoꝛed d him 


and afoꝛe he dnedʒ he leftehis 
ſonne Salomon flittyng in his 
thzone;to whom he gaue moſte 

pꝛecentes #exhoztacions 
5 „in 


a ww ay 
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tothe childezandico hebepavteh 10 


furth ofthis world. Than wai⸗ 23 35 1 
ted J-vpon young Saleamon: 
whiche was a gracious childe, 
#welbeloued of God. J.tanghts Reg.. 
him (by His:p:aper>fo. — 
that ſynguler gikt ot᷑ wil) e, 
inſpiringthe deſires th as A 
thing molneceſſary — 
into his heart. God Iyked him 
well, and exalted him ta rdifie 
the gloꝛious & famous tempie 
wherin God ſhould be worchip⸗ 
— — God 
ptaced;& Damon with 
gee fs ſdlemmitie andnialtifude Neg.. 
ſacrifices; made dedication 
therofz0But Ohdwewonder⸗ 
full and feaveſull azethefecrefe 
tudgemeuteg of G. . This 
fame: Salomon fo ali that Þ 
e 9 
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test God;declynedfeorhnie,s: 
fell to lougof Crammgeladies:s: 
hadſstnanye:wyurs;queanes, 
and:eonenbmes, that it was no 
merueil, it fo2 all his wpkfedome 
they made him a: foole, In his 
olde age when he chould haue 
been wpfeſt, his heart was per⸗ 
uerted and depꝛaued , in ſuche 
wyſe that he fell toidolatry and 
wozlhipping of traunge & falſe 
goddes . God was ther with io 
moued, that he decreed to de⸗ 
uide the kyngdome of Iſrael, 4 
to take awaꝝ x.trybes from the 
houſe of Salomon. This had 
been done incontinently, but J 
entreated ſo, that foz his father 
Dauyds. ſake , ſt came not to 
paſſe while Salomon lmed:but 
in his ſonnes dapes it came to 
paite, arrozdpng. as God had 

thꝛeatened 


OF CRACH.. 


* 


of Salomon whan his ſonne 


Roboam(cofrary to my minde) 


diſpiſyng the couͤlel ol auncient 


men, was led by his yonkerg x 
wanton flatterers:the thzeates 
nyng of God came to effecte;# 


the people deuided them ſelues, 


and x. trybes made them a new 


kyng named Jeroboam, x onely 
the trybe of Juda and parte of 
Beniampn taryed b kyng No⸗ 
boam. And thus of one kyng⸗ 
dome were made two. Diui⸗ 
ſion and ſeparation of kyngs 
domes and turning diuers into 
one, is no ſmall plage of God. 
But nowe, Hieroboam when 
he was thus exalted into the 
kyngdome by the wyl and ſuffe⸗ 
raunce of God(wherby he hald 
haue had cauſe to retaine me 
i 


tchꝛeatned. But after the death 


3. Reg. 13, 


4 
| 
| 
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with all ſtudie and diligence to 
obſerue me:) pet he cõtrarywiſe 


vtterly neclecting me and fozſg 
kyng me, gaue him ſelfe all to 
Idolatrye, and did alſo dzawe 
all the people with hun into the 
ſame abhomination, and would 
geue no eare to the Pꝛophetes 
of God, but fozged a newe reli⸗ 
gion after his owne mynde, 
and contrarye to Goddes oꝛdi⸗ 
naunce made pꝛeiſtes at his ple⸗ 
ture, (and ali foz money). And 
after him his ſucteſſoꝛs kynges 
of Jſrael folowed his vngraci⸗ 
ous ſteppes, tontinually kept 
the people in errour and blynd⸗ 
nelle: ſo that finallye thzoughe 
their abhomination, thei pꝛouo⸗ 
ked ß wzath of God, who gaue 


' 4-Kegas, them vp into the handes #cap- 


tiuitie of Salmanazar ung 1 
e 


OF GRACE. 


the Ifſpztans'. But as foz Ro⸗ 
boam and his poſteritie kynges 
of Juda they were not ſo euil 
as the kynges of Iſrael, (but al 
together noughtie, and aduers 
faries vnto me) excepte thꝛe oz 
foure of the, with whom J did 
inſinuate my ſeife into ſome fa⸗ 
miliaritie, that the vengeaunce 
of God was pꝛolonged and did 
not fall vpon the countrey ſo 
ſoone as the people deſerued: 
but at length foz al that J could 
doe, J was repudtate and caſt 
of. But there was no remedye, 
but to let them go to deftructio 
and captiuitie, as the Jſrae- 
lites were ſerned bekoꝛe them, 
Foz the kyng of Babylon came 
bpon them with mayne power, 
and burned the citte and temple 
of Jeruſalem, and toke the king 

and 


in þ 
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and put out his eies, and bound 
him in chaynes, and cauſed his 
ſonnes to be ſlayne afoze him, 
alſo all the chief pꝛintipall ſozte 
whiche were taken pꝛiloners, 
he cauſed to be ſlaine without 
pttie. This was the iuſt puniſhs 
mente and vengeaunce of God 
foꝛ diſhonozing me. Thus was 
Ain great heupneſſe @ diſtrelle, 


which beyng afoze reiected and 


diſpiſed of all the nations of the 
wozlde:and hauyng no comfozt 


but amonges theJewes,which 
were elected to be the holy peo⸗ 
ple of God, was alſo in this ma 


ner abandon ed of them. Howe 
had J no place to reſozte vnto, 
ſauyng that J hadde alwayes 
ſome olde ſeruantes in co mers, 
as Elpe, Heltze, Eſate, Ytere- 


mye, and certaine other Pꝛo⸗ 


phetes 


,0F'GCRACK:: * 
phetes vj their chyldz2ew, whichs 
recepued and retamed me glad⸗ 
ly. Some leede was euer left, 
elles had they bern moge then 
Sodome and Somozrhe. All 
together dyd mot bawe: their 
knees vuto Baal Home after 
this capttuitic and tranſmigra⸗ 
tion of the Jewes, J ceaſſed not 
pet to atture:;vnto: ſuche as F 
lyked amonges them, and J fo⸗ 
lowed and ſerched out amoges 
the Chaldees and Babploni⸗ 
ans, where. they were diſpiſed- 
There J founde Ezechiel, and 


reueled to him ſtraũge viſions, gz echt.. 


and taught him both ſharpe and 
comfoztable monifions,whiche 
he I unto the people. 
Alſo J obtayned foꝛ the chylde 
Daniel the ſpirit of wyfedome 
and pꝛophelie in great excellen⸗ 
die, 


if 
7 
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die: And I deliuerad him furth 
of ther denne of Lyons, And his 
the companions furth of. the 
klanpug furnace: And not only 
Iwas couerſantwith men, but 
Alſo aboute this tyme J founde 
tertaine women whirhe with al 
gentuneſſe and humilitie obſer⸗ 
ued me; as Suſanna, Judith, 
Eſter, Sara the daughter of 
Raguel;with whoſe huſband a 
father inlaw;(thetwoTobies) 
I delighted much to abide. But 
all this tyme the:ſcarſitee and 
ſ\mallnombze of my ſeruanfes, 
greatly abated my toye, Foz J 
bare but (mall rule ouer all the 
perth, xet J departed not vtter 
ly fro the Jewes beyng in mile · 
ty. But whan the peres of their 
captiuiteec appointed by God, t 
declared by ß mouth of Jeremy 
the Pꝛophet) were paſt: than J 
ſtyꝛted 


— — CT OY 
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ſtyꝛred the harte of that noble 

kyng Cyꝛus to be gracious vn» 

to them , and to licence them .. Eldꝛ l. 

with fauour to returne to Hie⸗ 

ruſalem, and to butlde agayne 

the Citie and the temple. which 

afoze was deſtroyed by Nabus 

chodonoſoz , J had good faith⸗ 

full ſeruauutes amonges the 

Jewes, whiche did helpe mans 

fullte, and couraged the people 

to this wozke, as Joſue,Z029- 

babell , Aggeus , Zacharias. 

And J wꝛought ſo that after 

this, Darius alſo the kynge of t Eldz. v. 

Perles was fauourable to the * 

Jewes, and confirmed the li⸗ El vi. 

bertie of buildinge againe the 

temple, as Cyzus had done be⸗ 

foꝛe. And ſo in lyke maner did 

Artaxerxes In whoſe dayes 

Imoued the ſpirite of — .. Et. vii. 
0 


bs 
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fo ſerche the lawe of thelozde,. 
and to ererciſe and teache the 
comaundementes therof. And 
this Eſdzas obtayned of kyng 
Artararresc thzoughe my mes 
diatton)great pꝛiuileges foz the 
Jewes , that they might frelye 
and quietlie repatre againe to 
Hieruſalem, and there renewe 
the ſeruice of God accoꝛding⸗ 
lie as the lawe apointed. And 
ti. Efd it (hoztelte after this, Mehemias 
in like maner obtamed(thzough 
mphelpe) of kynge Artaxerxes 
to reedifie the Citte of Hieruſa⸗ 
lem. And nowe J began ſomes 
thinge to be confozted agayne, 
after longe diſtreſſe and deſo- 
lation. And J reftozed the peo? 
ple of Iſtael ifo a meetlie good 
and tolerable ſtate. But alas, 
my gladnes cotmued not py 
He 


OF GRACE. 


The people by litle and litle fell 
to their owne diſpoſitton , and 
daylie ſet leſſe by me. In ſo 
muche v God did many wayes 
afflicte and puniche them and 
ſuffred them foz their iniquite 
to beouercome, and vaquiſhed 


of diuers Heathens and Bar⸗ 


barous pꝛinces, and finallie, to 
be conquered of the Romames. 
Thus was J vtterlie exiled 
from the Jewiſhe people, which 
euer J had moſt tenderlie attẽ· 
ded vnto. And alas, al the wide 
woꝛlde belide, had me in mooſt 
ertreme dil daine. Sinne mooſt 
hozrible, raigned ouer all the 
karthe , Idolatrie, Murther, 
Pꝛyde, Auartce, Foznication. 
Theſe vyces with all other of 
allkindes and ſoꝛtes had reple⸗ 
nhed the hole wozld, Scantlie 

| E, i. coulde 
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coulde J finde at this time any 
hole, oꝛ coʒner wherin J myght 
hyde my heade. But nowe be⸗ 
holde the goodnes of God ex: 
cedinge and paſſing all ſpeache, 
thoughte,and vnderſtandinge. 
At this tyme, wha al the wozld 
was thus d20wned in the bot 
tome of ſynne, and of recouerye 
myne aũcientie ſemed to be de- 
ſperat, vet p eternal almyghtie 
father of his mcompꝛehenſible 
charitie & mercie, whan J was 
bzought mooſt lowe, lodainiye 
exalted me. and ſet me vp again 
in muche greater excellencie 
tha euer J had befoꝛe.pea the 
mightie and good God o2derer 
and diſpoſour of all tymes 
was content nowe to ſende the 
time of my illuſtration. Whiche 
time was pꝛomiſed and 2 
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(ied of ſo longe bekoꝛe. It pleas 
ſed the heauenlie father accoꝛ⸗ 
dinge to his wozde by mani⸗ 
folde wates ſpoken befoze,to ac 
compliſhe and perfourme hys 
pꝛomiſe made from the begin- 
ninge ofthe wozlde, that redep⸗ 
tion houlde come, that recon- 
ciliatton choulde be made, that 
healthe ſhoulde be reſtoꝛed, that 
benediction Chould be enlarged, 
that J choulde floziſhe and be 
exalted and dilated ouer all the 
earthe , The ſonne of God le- 
inge man deſtitute of my helpe, 
deſcended fromheauen , a was 


mcarnate of <Parye that euer Joan-t: 
immaculate and bleſſed virgin, Wach. t. 


a veſſeil ſingulerlie amonges 
all creatures „ elected and pꝛe⸗ 
pared by me, to be the mother 


of Jeſus,the ſonne of the moſt guc. t. 


E. ili. hygheſt 
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higheſt. The Angell was ſenfe 
in meſſage to open to her the 
wyl of the Trinite, ſaluting her 
ſaying Haile full of grace, the 
loꝛde is with the. Ind he tolde 
her that che choulde conceaue a 
bzinge furthe a ſonne, whole 
Math. i. name choulde be Jeſus. Foz he 
choulde deliuer the people from 
their ſtnnes. At whiche woꝛde 
Jreceaucd comfozte inerplica- 
ble. Foz aſmuche as J percca- 
ued the time of my full ioye fo 
dꝛawe nere. F had ſecrete ac- 
quaintance at the ſame time in 
the houſe of Zacharie , whoſe 
Tuc... wyke Eltzabeth thzoughe me, 
conceaued a bleſſed childe. Who 
tha being in his mothers wobe 
was by me ſtirred in ſuche wile 
at the voice ot Marye the hand⸗ 
maide of God, that he fox = 

[ 


OF CRACE. 
did leape. The birthe of the bleſs 
ſed babe dꝛewe nere. And it 
came to paſſe that whan Jo⸗ 


ſeph and Marye were come fo Auc. ii. 


Bethlem to be taxed accozding 
to the generall commaunde⸗ 
mente giten by Auguſtus the 
Emperoure , Marpe bꝛoughte 
furth that gloztous child which 
Gould be authour of ſaluacton, 
t wzapped him in [wathelinge 
clothes, ⁊ laide him in the mañ⸗ 
gere, becauſe there was no 
roume foꝛz them in the Inne. 
O vanite of mankind, ſee how 
the loꝛde of glozie conkoundeth 
thy pzyde in hys natiuite. Jt 
pleaſed him that made the and 
all the woꝛlde, thus to be incar⸗ 
nate, thus to be boꝛne, thus to 
chewe hun ſelfe deſtitute of ail 
glone.,tn pouertie, in humilite . 

E.lit!, that 
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that thy pꝛyde myghte be par⸗ 
doned, thy inſolencie might be 
abated, thy vanite might be cõ⸗ 
_  founded,that by this humilitie 
thou mighteſt be exalted , by 
this pouertie, thou mighteſt be 
enriched. He came downe to 
earthe that thou mighteſt al: 
cende to heauen. Here J began 
to appeare as the ſonne ſhining 
in a cleare mozninge continu⸗ 
unge ſtill duringe the infancie of 
this childe, in ſpꝛedinge abzode 
my beames a thouſande times 
moze cleare than any ſonne , 
I reſted with this childe and in 
him remained as the water in 
the fountain oz cõtinual [pzing. 
Shoꝛtlie after, FJ flowed into 
his Apoſtles whom he elected, 
that by them Þ Gould be pꝛea⸗ 
ched # declared. The heanenlye 
| father 
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father inſpired me into their 
hartes, that J oulde moue ths 
to attend vpon Jeſus his lone. 
And take hede to his wozdes , 
and marke his miracles. Litle 
had J to do at this time with 
the reſte of the people. The 
townes and cities cared not foz 


me, Capharnaum-Bethſayda , Math. rt. 


Cozazatm, Samarta and Hie- 
ruſalemit ſelfec whiche was by 
name the citie of God) did litle 
regarde oꝛ eſteme me. The 
pꝛince, the pꝛieſtes, the Scry- 
bes, the Phariſees , fo2 mooſte 
parte diſdained me, and mooſte 
malinglie enuied and hated me. 
But J ſuſteined their malice 
and peruer lite, Kno winge that 
thzoughe Jeſus J ſhoulde be 
let at large tt haue ſuche power 


after hys exaltacion, that J 


E v. ſhould 


— — 


r 


THECOMPLEINT 


Gould be chieke lady a myſtres 
Ed2awe the woꝛlde v p to him, 
thoughe Sathan an d his mz: 
bꝛes ſtriued neuer ſo muche to 
the confrarie , The time came 
acco2dinge fo Goddes wyl, and 
the p2ophecies, that Jeſus was 
eralted vpon the croſſe, # was 
wounded foz the offences of his 


Mat. xxit people. He abhoꝛrednot the cru⸗ 
Mar xv. eltie and death, that therby ſal⸗ 


FEuc.rritt. uacion, peace, lpfe, and glozie 
Joan. xi. might come to mankinde Je- 
ſus loued mankinde greatlye 

Loue conſtrained him fo take 

vpon him that heuie and bitter 

paſſion. He pelded his ſpꝛite in⸗ 

to his fathers handes, his ſide 

was perced with a ſpere. Than 

J guſched out as the ſea whan 

it ouer runneth the bankes , # 

puerfloweth the lande. Than 

I tobe 
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I foke vp with me all that laye A 
in my waye , and-manye wente . 9 
home, knockinge them ſelfe on Zuc ru. Ir 
the bzeſtes, To Joſeph of Ara⸗ N 
mathia J gaue the ſpirite of Mat rroee , 
boldenes to require the bodie of guc rr. 
Jeſus to be laide in hig Sepul⸗ Joan xx. 
chꝛe, the Apoſtles, Dileiples, 
the good women mourned , Þ 
was then but as the ſonne hyd 
vnder a darke cloud, The third 
daye J pearſed the cloude, and 
dꝛoue awaye all the power of a 
darkneſſe. Jeſus aroſe agayne „ " 
and appeared to Maudlen and — WA 
to Peter, and to the reſt of the Zuc rice, 
Ipoſtles, and bade them put a- Foan.rr, 4 
wape all feare and heuineſſe. N 
All power ſayth he is geuen to Li. 1 
me, both in heauen and earth: Ma. rx vii. 
Go pꝛeache the Golpell to euery i 
freature ; teache them my = Lue. rrit, 

men \ 
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ment of lpfe, and remiſſion of 
ſinnes, Wherin J gyue pou po- 
wer thzoughe the holye ghoſte 
to vle mine authozitee in lo⸗ 
ſing and binding, Take Grace 
with you, fill che bzinge you to 
my kyngdome. Be conſtante 
and folowe me, & pe hall come 
after me onto my father, and 
be there as J am. Than Jeſus 
aſcended and entred into hys 


. reſte,and into his gloꝛie. And 


after all his labours ſatehim 
downe on the fathers ryghte 
hande. O howe gladde J was 
whã al this was come fo pale. 
And ſeing that my maker and 
reſtoꝛer Jeſus gaue me in com: 
maundement to remaine with 
his Apoſtles, J ſo did, and clea⸗ 
ued faſt vnto them, exciting th? 
with all vehemencie to __ 

pliche 
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pliche all thinges as thep were 
taughte by their maiſter # loꝛde 1804/6 
eſus . Who foz my ſure ſta⸗ With! 
liſhement and confirmation, | N. 
pꝛomiſed to ſende the holye ſpi⸗ 1 
rite vnto them, and badde the Zac. rut. 


: 
it\ 
Let 
Tt 


tarye certaine dayes in Yieru- 1 W 

ſalem til that pꝛomiſe were kul⸗ 115 

fylled , whiche was done af 0”; 

Penthecoſte after. Than was Wah: 

I in my kull ſtrength and cou⸗ N 

tage. And J enflamed the har⸗ 

tes of the Apoſtles and Dilci⸗ 

ples of Jeſus with moſt keruẽt 

chatitie, and put them in perfite 

remembzaunce of al the woꝛdes 

of Chꝛiſte. And inlſpired vnto 

them the vnderſtandinge of all 

myſteries, moued them to ſet 

in hade boldlie with pꝛeaching 

of the gladde tydinges of the 

kingdome of heaue, J exhoꝛted . 
their 5 4 
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their hartes moſt comfoztably. 
Bidding them not to be afraide 
of any power carnall, oz ſpiri⸗ 
tuall, viſible, oz inuiſible. But 
with all confidence & courage, 
defye the wozlde and the punte 
therof, and fyghte valiauntlye 
in the battaile of God againſte 
the olde ſerpẽt, that they might 
recouer the pꝛiſoners innume⸗ 
rable whiche lay in the chaines 
of ſynne, in the dongeon of infi- 
delite, c builde the newe temple 
and churche or God vpon the 
ſure foũdation( Jeſus Chziſt). 
Wherby, to him # to his father 
they ſhould do moſt acceptable 
ſeruice.Thel being thus ſtirred 
by this my exhoꝛtaciõ, were cos 
fozted & began to ſpeake with 
diuers t6ges as the holy ghoſt 
inſpired them, And ou ( — 
a bali⸗ 
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a baliant captaine) gaue the ons 
ſet vpon the wozide , dzawinge 
furth the lwoꝛde of the ſpirite, 
whiche 1s the wozde of God. 
Pꝛeachinge fo a greate multi⸗ 
tude the paſſiõ and reſurrectiõ 


of Jeſus . Peter behaued him ace. 


ſo well and vigozouſlye , #hys 
ſtrokes were ſo mightie, that 
he gate a greate pꝛaye at that 
time, and wan aboute the nom- 
bꝛe of thꝛee thowſande ſoules, 
His ſtrokes were not luche as 
bzought death, but life, not hur⸗ 
ting, but healing, not makynge 
ſoꝛo we, without bzinging ioye 
after. In dede he pꝛieked them 
to the harte with the charpe 
pointe of the werde, that they 
wyſte not whither to tourne 


them. But ſaide. Alas, what qc+ u. 


ſhall we do. And he bye and bye 
tolde 
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tolde them( laying). Do ye pe⸗ 
naunce, and ſee that euery one 
of you be bapfiſed in the name 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt to obtaine re⸗ 
miſſion of pour ſinnes, and ye 
chall receaue the giffe of the ho: 
lye ghoſt. With in a litle while 
after Peter made an other ſer⸗ 
mon, and laied vpon them with 
the werde in ſuche wyſe, that 
he vanquiched a greate compa⸗ 
nye. So that the nombze of the 
faithfull men encreaced till a⸗ 
boute fine thowſande: The 
heades of the Jewes,Painces , 
Pꝛieſtes, Magiſtrates, Pha⸗ 
rilees, Scrybes ,and Sadu⸗ 
cees, ſeinge howe pꝛoſperoullye 
it ſucceded to the Apoſtles in 
their affapꝛes, were not a litle 
diſpleaſed. And aſſebled them 
ſelfes, intending with al _ 


OF CRACE. 
to reſift their enterpzices, But 

whi thepyearde Peter & John 
ſpeake- ſo wonderkullte, thep 
were aſtomed and were contens 

ted to dimile them, onlie inhi⸗ 
biting them any moze to pzeach. 

02 teache in the name of Jeſus, 

But the Apoſtles excuſed them 

ſeifes from keping that imunc⸗ 
tion(ſaying }, Oportet obedireg,, v. 
deo magis c; haminibus , The 
nombzeof the churche of Chziſt 

and faithfull beleuers, encrea- 

ſed daylie thzoughe the power 

of God declated. by the Apol⸗ 

tles, bothe in wozde and won⸗ 
derfull wozkinge of myꝛacles. 

The Spnagoge of the Jewes .., 
had enupe, and freated fozmas * *? 
lice,and ſef out certain to chal⸗ 

lenge Steuin in diſputacion, 

whan thep were not able to re⸗ 
F ob liſte 


— 
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ſiſte the wildome of God and 
the ſpirite whiche ſpake, they 
dyd ſuboznafe tertapne falſe 
witneſſes whiche chould accuſe 


him #lay to his charge woꝛdes 
of blaſphemie. But Steuin be⸗ 
ing thus aſſatled;dzewe againſt 
the the bꝛight ſwozd-of Goddes 

wozde, repꝛouing them Carpe: 


Act. vil. lie foz their incredulite and ob⸗ 


ſtinate ſtriuinge againſt the ſon 
of God. And they ( all to gether 
enraged), ſtoned him to deathe, 
wherby he attained p crown ol 
Martyzdom, declared hi ſelfe 
a true t perfitte witnes of Je⸗ 
ſus, c by foꝛce of ſtronge faithe 
and mine aſſiſtaũce, triumphed 
bpon Satan and deathe.Ma⸗ 
nye toke greate courage at this 
example,. ᷑ feared not to fyghte 
in the battatle of God vito | 

deathe, 
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death. The church malignante 
ſought all waies of reſiſtaunce 
againſte the Apoſtles and diſci⸗ 
ples of the lozde Jeſus, and of 
defaiting their enterpꝛices, and 
ſtoppinge the lighte of the eter⸗ 
nall truthe of the Goſpell, And 
they ſente furth a yonge hartie 
and couragtious Captaine of 
theirgscnamed Saulus), ali in- g,+ x1 
flamed with deſire of deſttucti⸗ 
on and murther. But J (leince 
that the fellowe wente Hedling 
in. ignoꝛanncie not knowinge 
what he did) had pitie o15ys 
blinde zeale and cauſed him fo 
be caſte downe. And at the hea⸗ 
ringe of the mightie voice of 
Jelus, (whom he perſecuted), 
'# blinded his carnall. eies and 
toke from him his ſtomake by 
the ſpace of thꝛee dates, that he 4 
A. ii. neither tl}. 
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neither did eat noꝛ dzinke, And 
than I cauſed a diſciple ( whole 
name was Anamas, to goto 
him and baptiſe him. Than his 
ſighte was reſtozed to him a⸗ 
gaine, and he was repleniſhed 
with the holte ghoſt, and began 
to magnifte by pzechinge, the 
name of Jeſus, declaringe him 
to be the ſonne of God. Thus Þ 
bꝛoughte Saulus from beinge 
a perſecufour of Chꝛiſt, to the 
dignitie of a pꝛincipall Apoſtle, 
and of a wolfe J made him a 
lambe. An inſtrument ſpeciallte 
elected to ſerue God in ſettinge 
abꝛode the light of the Goſpell, 
And than J woulde no longer 
haue him called Saulus, but 
Paulus. That, as he was con- 
uerted bothe bodie and ſoule to 
God and to the truth * 
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waye of errour, ſo Þ willed his 
name Choulde be chaunged al- 
ſs, It were to long fo reherſe 
howe meruelonſlie I wꝛought 
with this ſame Paulus. He 
was the moſt faithfull, earneſt, 
painfull, and dingente ſeruante 
that euer J had. Noz by none 
was J ener moze magnified, 
and mine honour moze dilated, 
than by him. De euer extolled 
me and toke my parte againſt 
all iy aduerſaries( the Jewes, 
pleudapoſtles, and heretikes). 
He was my ſinguler pꝛotectoʒ 
oꝛ rather my cheife champion. 
He glozfied not but in me, noꝛ 
coulde not abide oꝛ ſuffer that 


any choulde gloꝛie but in me, # ad gal. vl. 
in the croſſe ol Chʒiſte and in u. ad Co. 


teſtimonie of a good conſcience, 
whiche can not be, but by me 
F. iii and 
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and of me. Peter in line maner, 
John and James,with all the 
reſte of the twelue, as molt bic⸗ 
fazious coductours of Goddes 


' Armie vader the ſtanderde of 


the croſſe, ceaſſed not daplie to 
bꝛinge the woꝛlde in ſubiection 
to Chꝛiſte, and obedience of the 
Golpell-. They ſpared foꝛ no 
paine oꝛ affliction, Deathe was; 
no thinge in their light, ſo that 
they might bꝛinge other ta life, 
and be partakers them ſeifes 
of the paſTion and reſurrection 
of Jeſus. Thet hed their bloud 
and deſpiſed this trãtitoꝛie life, 
not fearmge anp that hath po- 
wer onelye to kyll the bodie. FJ: 
remained euer with them and 
pꝛoſpered them in all their fra: 
uailes, fill their ſounde was 
paſſed thonghe all the wann, 
| an 
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amd their wozdes were hearde- 
in the extreme partes of the 
carthe . And whan they were 
diſſoluedout of this bodylte ta» 
bernacle, and that Chaiſtehad 
receaued their ſpirites into hys 
gloꝛie, that they might euerlaſ⸗ 
tinglie dwelt with him as hys 
true and faifhfull miniſters: 
Than F in lyke maner excited 
and moued their ſcholars and 
diſciples ( wherof there was no 
ſale numbze ) to folowe their 
kramples in heauenlie doctrine 
and godlie conuerſation, and to 
02d2e the churche of God accoꝛ⸗ 
dinge vnto uche ſuſttructions 
d pzecepres as they had te⸗ 
ceaued of the Apoſtles, They 
were obedient with all diligece 
and ſtudte: folowinge my ſug⸗ 
geſtions The peoples of all 

| F. iii. nations 
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nations embꝛaced the woꝛde of: 
lyfe, and were conuerted bnto 
the verie true and liuinge God, 
Act lit. Which deltuereth fro the wzath 
ta come. The tyzauntes of the 
carthecbeing nor coutented that 
Chꝛiſtes kyngdome was thus 
enlarged), aſſembled the ſelfes 
together and conſpired againſt 
God ee his ſonne Chꝛiſt. They 
were tncenſed by the ſpirites of 
darkenes to perſecute, toutmet, 
and kyl[ all them that pzofefled 
the name of Chꝛiſt. They execu: 
ted their furious intentes, and 
ſparedno ſtate, degree, kynd, oz 
age, hut with al kindes of tour⸗ 
mente and patne that wicked: 
Imaginacion coulde deuiſe oz: 
inuente, they afflicted the inno⸗ 
cente and moſt holy ſeruauntes 


and membzes of — Fyze 
lwerde 
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twoꝛde, voylde beaſtes, rakes, Debt. 
foꝛkes, gredirons, cauldzons, 
wheles, plummettes, ſtones, all 
was to litle. But thꝛoughe me; 
the patience of g Saintes ouer 
came all theſehozrible'paines; 


I bad th? hold faſte my dough e 
ter fatthe, dy whiche they ouer⸗ 
came kingdoms hey weought 
ryghtwyſenes:;:and obtamnmd 
the ꝛomiſes: Whe moe ot ithem 
that- were oy 05 ——— 


menfours;and by their paſo 
they ſubdued the: perſecutouts: 
Their pztſonment enlarged mp 
liberfie; ther deathe was my: 
Ws. and their triumphe was 
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my victoꝛy.Atter that the ſfoz- 
mes of this toꝛmenting wozlde 
was paſte, Jruled the churche 
nmoze tranquillite and quiet. 
nes, and kepfe bothe the mint: 
ſters of the churche, and alſo the 
common. people in the feare of 
God, in great deuotion in fer⸗ 
nent charitie in vnitie and cons 
cozde;mcontinualtpater. ab» 
ſtinende and penance, in al god 
tie. 02dze, roꝛrection, and dilci⸗ 
phne. Tha Emnerauts Minges 
and intes y began to tnclyne 
their ares vuteme, and cheefe 
rulers and magiſtrates ot᷑ toũ⸗ 
trees and cities acknowledged 
chem ſelſes to be my ſeruaũtes. 
Their grtate pleaſute and de⸗ 
lyght was in heringe and obet- 
ynge Goddes worde, and ſet⸗ 


tunge kurth his honour and ſer⸗ 
. | . ule 
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nice. They thought their owns 
honour cheifelie Gould ſtande, 
by maintapninge Goddes ho⸗ 
nour and religion. There aroſe 
in the ages by the pꝛocuring ol 
Satan diuers hereſiescas euin 
from the time of Chꝛiſtes Ac⸗ 
cenſton there were ſom? falſe 
p:ophetes) whiche maintained 
ertours, but at this time they 
began mo2e to pzeuaile , Arri⸗ 
ans, Manichees, Neltdzians 
ſt my ſpeciall aduerſaries Ro⸗ 
uatians, and — with 
greate biolence and ubtiltie in⸗ 
felted the churche, and ſeduced 
mampe of allſoztes. But I pꝛe⸗ 
pared and ſtirred vp alwayes 
boctours and teachers of excel⸗ 
lent learninge, vnderſtanding, 
bertue and hottnes, whiche co - 
ſuted luthe falſe doctrine, and 

diſparſed 
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diſparſed thoſe miſtes & darke 
cloudes. Thus: thꝛoughe my 


helpe, neither the viglente per» 
ſetuttons and aſſaulk7s of Ty: 
rantes , noz the craffie vnder⸗ 


myninges of herettkes could 


euer pꝛeuaile againſte her. And 
this pꝛomiſe vndoubtedlie chall 


euer be foũde true. She is buil⸗ 
ded bpon the ſure rocke. Foz he 


was the wiſe mã him ſelfe who 
butlded her, that che choulde 
builde hys houſe;, and that he 
might dwel in her. The floodes 
of perſecueion did come vpon 


her, the windes ol hereſie did 
blowe vpon her, but the coulde 
not be ſubuerted, her founda⸗ 


tion is ſo ſure, But the lofte 
rayne of carnall and wozldiye 
pleaſure bylitle and lifle began 
to ſowople into her. Whiche _ 
. | ofa 
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ofallhathe wekenedher.Whan 
bothe the ſwozde- of perſecutis 
was put vp into the ſhethe, and 
the fyꝛebrandes of heretiques 
wherwith they kindled diſſen · 
lion in the churche than, were 
extincte & put out, Than whan 
che lemed mooſt to be in peace, 
than was ſhe in Amaricudine 
amariſſima, The woꝛlde and the 
fleſſhecby the craftie conuetans 
of p diuell) began fyꝛſt to faune 
bpon her, and than ſo infected”, 
popſonned, tnuolued, entangled 
oppreſſed and ouerwhelmed her 
that her floꝛiſching vertu began 
to quaile, her ſpiritual ſtrength, 
tourage and libertie began to 
lale, her quickenes, lightnes , 
and charpenes began to ware 
dul, heauy # blunte, her beautie 
began to decreaſſe, her _ 
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became pale, her lomackebe- 
gan to fainte. mall, he bega 
wonderfullyto waſte and con⸗ 
ſume, and her light was almoſ 
tourned into darkenes.ſhe wan 
ed dꝛouſie, al ginen foſlobzing, 
ſleapinge , dzꝛeaminge, eatinge, 
dzinkinge, and deuiſinge of paſs 
time, foꝛ her recreation to dꝛiue 
awaye the time. Than her mi⸗ 
niſters (fozgettinge the bataill 
of God, wherunto they were 
taken and appointed to fyghte 
againſte the woꝛlde) began to 
take trewee with the wozlde, 
and ſo toloſe the ſeruice of God 
and the wages pꝛomiſed foz 
the lame. Than pꝛyde, ambl 
tion, couetiſe, contentionc which 
be the vices of the wozlde) be 
gan to creape in euerp _ 
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Than ſettinge aſide: thaffatres 
of God, enery ſtate, degree. and 
oꝛoze, aſwell eccleſiaſticajl as 
laicall, began ta contende either 
amonges them ſelfes, oꝛ one a⸗ 
gainſte another; Thus my joye 
whiche J had in the pꝛimatiue 
churche, and a carfaineſpaceats 
ter, began to dyminiche moꝛe x 
moe, and myne honoure conti⸗ 
nually decayed, and the wozlde 
on all ſides waxed daylie wozſe 
and wozſe, and moe repuge 
nant and abſtinate againſt me, 
euen krom the tyme of the A⸗ 
poſtles and Martyꝛs, tyll this 
pꝛeſent age, in whiche al ſinne 
and iniquite is increalſed in ſuch 
abundaunce, that al my griefes 
and dolours paſt J counte but 
lyght and eaſye, in compariſon 
of the ſozo weg whiche J 7 
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| in thele dapes. Jmyght muche 


moe at large deſcribe the euell 
entreating whiche J haue had 
in tymes paſte, and ſpeciallie in 
thele later ages, with in theſe 
dure oꝛ fpue hundzeth peres. 
But the contemplation and fe⸗ 
linge of this myne inkelicitee in 
this pꝛeſente generacion nowe 
walking vpon the earthe, ma⸗ 
keth me to koꝛget all that is 
paſte, and to crye oute, foz be- 
he mencie of paine which is pꝛe⸗ 
ſente. Peraduenture pe loke J 
Could ſpeke what miſfoztunes 
IF haue had m your fathers 
dayes thzoughe their faultes, 
Pe thynke J haue no cauſe to 
complaine bpon you, But ve be 
vtterly deceiued. What Gould 
FJ ſpare vou and not rebuke you 
plainelyas becommeth —_ 
| 
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is pꝛokitable foꝛ vou, that by the 49 
truth ye may be conuerted and M 
healed.Pe be the curſed genera⸗ 140 


tion ok Cham whiche mocked Se. M 

his father, and had his delife m | 
laughing at his fathers naked⸗ 
nelle: So is pour pleaſure and 
paſtyme in the repoꝛte of ſuche 
faultes as you laye to pour fa⸗ 
thers, and your ovone pou wyll 

not lee, whiche bee a hundzeth 
tymes wozle. Pe can rayle on 

their abules, their ſuperſticions 

and idolatrie, and yepour ſelfe 

be woꝛſe thanÞPagans oꝛ Infi⸗ 
deles c cleane fallen from God 

| and fro my gouernaunce. I res 
poꝛt me in this thing to as ma⸗ 
, | vofyouas be not vtterip blin⸗ 
| ded in pour ſoules, c haue any 
| ſparke of the feare and loue of 
God remainyng in you, Whe⸗ 
G.i. ther 
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ther this my complainte be not 
iuſt and true. Muche diſhonour 
haue J ſuffred in tymes paſt in 
diuers ages, But thou O age 
pꝛeſent doſt paſſe and excede al 
other, in miſcheik, and all kynde 

of ſinne. As the age of the Apo⸗ 
ſtles c Martyzes ſurmounted 
all other in vertue & godlynes: 
So, neither the age of the vni⸗ 
uer lall flod, noꝛ of the towzeof 
Babell, noz of Amalec and all 
the Gyauntes,noz of al wicked 
kynges of IJrael, noz of all the 
bloud thzyliie and 1dolatours 
tyꝛantes, is wozthy to be com: 
pared to thee, in greatneſſe of 
ſynne and iniquitie. J can beste 
no rule with thee. J cannot 
perſwade noz allure thee. My 

Pzouerel- counſell thou deſpiſeſt, my mo⸗ 
nitiong thou dil — wo” 
g Jan 
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takeſt of myne inſpirations, 1179 1h 
thou cloliſt thine eares againſt (WI |. 

mo. and thou hardneſt thiheart 1 
as the flynt oꝛ Adamante ſtone, eie, 
that by no meanes J can entre 

ints thee, J canofamende thee, 

fo thou wpit not receiue me. 

Conſidꝛe all thy ſtates howe 

they be co2rupted-# peruerted. 

Enety head is ſicke, and euery gate. i. 
heart heuye, from the ſole of the 

foote to the toppe of the head, 

there is no whole place in the 

bodie. Locke Vpon thy pꝛinces, 
gouernours, nobles, magiſtra⸗ 

tes: compare them with ſuche 

ag haue but homelye names in 

the ſcripture of God, and iudge 
whether thei delerue any better 

= DIE — ercla- 

Fl nations againſt the Pzynces activ | 
ou which were in p olde teſtament, — ſi | 

G. li. calling 169 
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calling them Lyons,Beareg,x 
Wolfes. O that thy pzinces and 
rulers nowe, were innocent ag 
Lambes, pꝛudent as ſerpetes, 
ſimple asDoues.Foz ſuche ver 
tues would not onely become 
Apoſtles, but alſo chziſtian rn: 
lers. But alas, are they, not as 
muche geuen to vanitie, luſte, 
pꝛyde, contempt of God, pzodi- 
galitie, auexice, exaction,ſhed- 
ding of bloud, maintainyngof 
warres foz their own reſpectes 
as euer anygmonges 5 heathen 
were, 02 nowe be amonges the 

- Turkes : And as the pꝛinces i 
rulers be, ſo be the people. O 
would God J were as great in 
their heartes, as J am much: 
bled in their ſtyles and tytles 
Be not their courtes ſcholes fo: 
the moſte parte of vanitie and 

| diſſolute 
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of | diſſolute life: Is not there lear⸗ 


nd ned fo lwearẽ, to bꝛagge, to dil⸗ 
aß dain, to loke a loft, to defraude, 
es, to depꝛaue, to detract, to flatter 
ber to dillemble, and as they ſape 
me beare two faces in one hodde⸗ 


tu Igraunt J haue ſome ſeruan⸗ 


ages 4 fauonrers.fo2 whoſe ſake 
lle, god mercifully ſpareth the reſt, 
di- els could he not contapne his 
ed wꝛath. As foꝛ the bychops and 
gal the paſtours amonges the cler⸗ 
gie, wherin J Gould haue cheif 
| tomfoꝛt and delite, and hope of 
the retouering myne auncient ho- 
nours and dignitie, My heart 
will not lerue to ſpeake of the, 
Jt greueth me fo ſpeake of the, 
they be ſo alienafe from me, 
Are they not ſuche paſtours as 
feede them ſelues, and neclecte 
the pooze flocke : whiche ſeeke 
G. iii. their 
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their tempozal gaine, x care not 
fo2 their ſpiritual loſſee Whiche 
of them 1s a good paſtour that 
putteth his life in adutture foz 
his chepe: who is not a mercena 
rie runnyng awape when the 
woulfe cometh: O that divers 
of them wer not woulfes them 
ſelues. O that they had know⸗ 
ledge and bnderſtanding. And 
as foz the inferiour ſoꝛte of the 
Clergie, many of them be moze 
inſolente than euer they were. 
And as they be in dede in ward⸗ 
ly, ſo they hew themſelfes out⸗ 
wardly, in all manour of bcha- 
tour # cõuerſation in all lights 
neſſe, wantonnes, vanitie, and 
all woꝛldly and carnall vyces. 
In ſpeche, communication, ge- 
ſture, apparel, maners, wozkes, 
couerſation, they contend wo 
4 
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the woꝛſt. They ould excell in 


| r 
vertue and holines, and by their il g 
+ | faderiples refozme the wozld, 1 10 
; | But their vertue is al together M 
to confoꝛme them ſelues nowe We 
to the wozlde, oz rather runne | Rio 
s | befo2cthe would, in al madnes. 

3 | Though all chziſtian people be 

light in Chꝛiſt, vet chonld the 

n Clergpe chyne as cheif lampes 

e tolyghten the whole Churche, 

e end chould excell and go befoze 

„ the reſt of the people. So was 

the oꝛdꝛe of going amonges the Jocue cit; 

„ chudꝛen of Iſrael. The Leuites 

„went befoze (bearyng the Arke 

ft» © of God)and the armpe folowed 

d I after. Nowe they go befoze,but 

| without the Atke of god, with⸗ 

e- i} vuttronpets oꝛ ſounde of true 

s bꝛeachyng, all out of arap and 

th i #:d:e,folowtng their own plea⸗ Fs 
9e ſures, on 
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fures.luſtes and fantaſyes; and 
D2awing the people the hie way 
to hell · They were wonte in 
auncient times paſt, in token of 
mote perfection in their coucr- 
ſacion, to haue in their apparell 
and habite certaine diſtinction: 
but now they wolde be lothe to 
be eſtemed Phariſets . Where⸗ 
foꝛe thei apply thè ſelftes to the 
common vaine facions, ſuche as 
fantaſtike deuiles daily bꝛyng 
furth. And becauſe they knowe 
the names of hypocrites to be 
odious, therfoꝛe they hyde none 
of their noughtines, but as thei 
be noughtie, ſo thei gloꝛy in ſhes 
wyng themlelues what they be 
(as bad as the woꝛſt). pet lome 
of them fall to a newe Pharila⸗ 
iſme, and delite to appeare in 
ſtraunge facion w long — 
an 
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and bꝛode hattes w ſome auͤci⸗ 

ent cloke caſt vpõ them, oꝛ a lõg 

n govone after a new deuiſe. And 

f thus they come #go ſo ſymplie 

. that the people may behold thẽ 

I with reuerence c admiration. 

2 But ſome will merueil that 

0 ſpeake ſo lightly of them, conſi⸗ 

', dering thei be ſo-buſte # patnful 

e in pzeaching and declaring the 

8 woꝛde of God to the people. 

g O would to God they declared 

e Gods woꝛde, and not their pꝛe⸗ 

e ſumption and phantaſie . The e WA. 

e | goſpelſayth;Grapes be not ga, Matth. vin. 

i | thered of Thozneg,noz Fygges Luc. vun. . 

's of Bꝛeers. But J wpll lay no 

e moꝛe, but God ſend the woꝛlde 

[+ good fruit of their pzeachinges, 

- Y Surely moze ſolemne ignozace 

n ioyned with pꝛeſũptuous bold» 

. nes in vftering it ſelfe, hath in 
i G. b. no 
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no age been knowe. Pꝛeaching 
is pꝛating, railyng, telling tales 
teſting and ſcoffing, making the 
peple to laugh, where thei chuld 
rather weepe. Take theſe thin⸗ 
ges out of a great ſozte of their 
ſermons, and the reſt is ſmall # 
and verye bare. What Could J 
ſpeake howe with their p2ca* 
ching, vndiſcrete talking, and 
pꝛophane reaſoning, the people 
is ſo froubled'# diſtracted that 
many be bncertain what to ſay, 
thinke oꝛ beleue. Pea, the cheife 
amonges them, yea the biſhops 
them ſelues and they whicbe be 
eſtemed of ſome moſte ſingular 
rlerkes, be fo diuers in their o⸗ 
pinions and iudgementes, that 
there be almoſt as many kindes 
of faithes, as ſectes were amõ⸗ 
ges the Philolophers. Their 
diutl ion 
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diuiſiõ is noted by theſe names 
(whiche, bee in euerye mannes 
mouthe), The newe # the olde. 
One ſoꝛt runneth headlong, an 
other dꝛaweth back, c not with 
out a cauſe. Foꝛ it all ſhuld rũne 
a like, all were lyke to fall on a 
hepe c marre themſelues - The 


new ſoꝛte ſpurre # pꝛycke with 


all their might, The olde ſoꝛte 
holde in bzydel with no. leſTe 
ſtrgth. No merueil if the hoꝛſe 
beyng thus cumbzed, reare vp 
his whole bodye., that he (cant 
wpll ſuffer anye to ſytte in the 
laddle, Jwoulde wyſche that 
theſe new Spurrers Gould be 
put to holde in the bꝛidle, and 
keepe in the hozſe heade, leaue 
their wanton ſpurryng foz fear 
of caſtpng ouer both hozle and 
man, And would urch ee 
cle, 
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theſe olde bzidle holders wolds 
begyn fo ſpurre mo2e quickly, 
not with ſuch new ſcharpe ſpurs 
res c pꝛickes as moue debate, 
oz nouriſh controuerſie and con 
tencion in opinions, but ſuche 
gentle ſpurres after the olde 
aunciet making,as would ſtirre 
the hoꝛſe. I meane the people fo 
amplea good gentle pace in the 
cõmaundemẽtes of God. Such 
pꝛyckes as would ſtyzre to pe⸗ 
nauntce and true amendment of 
life, The pꝛicke of ſpirifual ex⸗ 
hoztations fo charitie, humili⸗ 
tie, paciece, hope, godly vertue it 
wiſedome, Of which Salomõ 

ſpeaketh, ſaiyng:: The wooꝛ⸗ 

des of wyſe men are lyke pꝛic⸗ 

kes #nayles that go thꝛough: 

wher with men are kepte toge 
ther, Foz they are giuen of one 

chepharde 
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cheparde onlie, which is Chaiſt: 
O howe moche neede hathe the 
wozide of ſuche ſtronge nailes 
in this tyme : where with men 
choulde be faſtened togithar in 


vnitie, peataconcoꝛde and cha⸗ 


ritie: Fox ait is deuided #pars 
ted in ſundze not one ioynt hol⸗ 
deth faſt hy auother. In the bo⸗ 
dye ſcante one poaſtio2:fparre 
toyned to another. In thedouſe 
the pinnes beh2oke., the timhꝛe 
is rotten the tiles and cout ring 
is eucrpsidaye blowen ar with 
the wynde and the walles hee 
ſhꝛonken, ſo that alis in daun⸗ 
ger c ruine. But God e able 
to repaire al, # to make tt ſtrõg 
againe. Alke Paule how God 
buyldeth, and he wyll ſaye it is 
Charitte : Charitas edifiꝭat, ſcien - 
cia inflat. This woꝛlde 18 pro 
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this windte knowledge whiche 
maketh ſwellyng, and puffeth 
bp the ſtomake and the bꝛayne 
with ſuch pꝛeſumpttõ, that men 
eſteme all knowledge in then 
owne heades, and what ſo a- 
greith not with their fantaſye, 
they let it at nought. But Chas 
ritas non inftmur . If men had 
a lytle of this Chatitie, they 
wowde not ſo haſtely and pꝛe⸗ 
ſũptuouſip difſet in their opint⸗ 
ons fro their felowes no we li⸗ 
uyug ( which ſee a dnderſtãd as 
much as themſeltes)tontening 
the teſtumomes of ſuch as haue 
ebefoze, noꝛ alſo condemne 
eir owne fathers, vnto whõ 
they were not wozthye. to looſe 
the lachettes of their chewes. 
But what be the fruites of this 
pꝛelnmptuoug ä — 
raryer 
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rather ignoꝛaunt pzeſumptton, 
the wozide daily dooth, # daily 
Gall percepue and ferle. Truly 
it is moche contrarye bnto me 
and chaſeth me cleane awapye , 
Euerye man thinkcth himſelfe 
a doctour: everyman diſdaineth 
tolearne,except it be of hunſelf, 
Euery man taketh in hande to 
expound that he vnderſtandeth 
not, to declare that whiche he 
percerueth not, to diſpute and 
determine as his bꝛayn ſerueth 
him, and to talke he woteth not 
what. Thus goth the ſcripture 
out of reuerence, and is turned 
into matter of talking, platpng 
ieſting, and ſinging. And as the 
pꝛophet Ezechiel lapth:Vertunt 
ſermones meos in canticum. God 
will not long ſuffre ſuche diſho⸗ 


nour of his woozde , Why, the 


woꝛde 
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woꝛde (ſapeſt thou) is exalted 
and muche glozified, Foz it is 
wꝛitten vpon the white walles 
in the Churches, and in other 
houſes, that men map rede it in 
euery place. So did the Jewes 
and the Phariſeis wꝛite it in 
their clothes # hemmes of their 
Tgarmetes, but it was farre out 
dt their h O howe long 
chal God ſ thine hypocriſie, 
whiche pꝛetendeſt the honoꝛ of 
Gods woozde, and doeſt eſteme 


(| 207 #4 was one of þ moſt Carpe repꝛo 
110 t State. rtr. ches of the pꝛophet Eſaie,#alſo 
Math. vit. of Chailt againſte the Acute 
VILE . tha 


9 
4 
: 
, 
116 
148 


__ OTE OTE Co, 


aa 


"OF GRACE. 
that thei were a people which in 
their mouthe honozed God, but 
their heart was farte fro him. 
Whan was Goddes woꝛde and 
his name ſo much in the mouth 
and ſo litle in the harte 2 Pet in 
this pointe howe farre do the 
Jewes excelle the and are moze 
to be pzaiſed « Foz they(as the 
ſcripture dothe teſtifie ) honous 
red God inthe mouth, but thye 
ſpeche, foz the mooſt parte is 
ſuche as no honour, but rather 
blaſphemie appeareth therin , 
Thy pꝛeachers glozie in theyz 
tongues, and in that thet pleaſe 
their audience (ſuche as them 
ſelfes)tickling their eares with 
that whiche deliteth their affecs 
tions with out refourminge cf 
their condictong. They make 
ſofte pillowes and bolſters foz 

D.t. ; cons 
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conſctences,they kyll them that 
dye not, and pzomiſe lyfe to the 


is : £ " Be. xiti. that lyue not. They ſpeake and 


pꝛopheſie out of their owne har- 
tes, they crye , thus ſaithe the 
lozde, a this is Goddes wozde, 
whan God lente the not. They 
crye peace peace, where as there 
is no peace, and they name me 
whan J am awai. They baube 
their walles with looſe claye a 
vntempered moꝛter, and ther⸗ 
foze they tan not ſtande. J truſt 
one day to ſtyꝛre luche as ſhall 
thewe them ſelfes moze indued 
with my giftes. Whoſhal with 
all chatitie and mekenes of ſpi⸗ 
rite, tell the people their faultes 
and the wayes of amendement. 
In the meane time J counſaile 
euery man to take heade to him 
ſelfe, and remembze what he 6 
an 
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and wheruntohe is called, and 
the ende of all thinges, And cõ⸗ 
ſider howe greate nede he hathe 
ef myne aide and aſſiſtaunte. 4 
am readie to entre where J am 
uot with obſtinat malice kepte 
out. J enbzace moſt gladlie ſuch 
as will receaue me. Pea my 
goodnes is lo ſwyfte,that by 
manye wapes J pzcuente their 
willes. IJ ſtirre them wha they 
be dull, J watme them whan 
they be coulde , and mollifte the 


whan they be harde, J remue gz, llt. 


the whan they lye dead. J ſtade 
at the doze of manes harte and 


there J ceaſſe not to knocke, yf apo tic. 


any man will open vnto me, J 
entre into him, and refreſhe mp 
ſelfe with him a him with me. 
Icrpe and calle behinde & bes 
foze, and of al ſpdes, aboue and 

Y. ii. be 
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be loue, with in and without. 
m-aduerſitee and pꝛoſperite, 
in ryches and pouertie, in ſyze⸗ 
neſſe # in health, in plentie and 
in penurie, in warre # in peace, 
in libertie and captiuitie. I am 
euer ſtirring and inuiting mä⸗ 
kynde to his ſaluacton. Foz my 
lozde authour and fonnder Je⸗ 
Tut. xtr. ſus Chꝛiſt came into the woꝛld 
to ſaue ſinners, and to recouer 
that whiche was loſte. If any 
man woulde haue me and kepe 
me (fo2 if Þ be not kept it were 
better neuer to haue had me) 
then let him often fal downe a⸗ 
foze God in pꝛaier, and of him 
he plentifullie chall receaue me. 
Jacob. 1. 7 am the good gifte deſcending 
from the father of lyght. Jam 
no frute of the earth, thou mult 
receaue me from aboue. tel 
k 
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Jfell the is a ſpeciall meane ta 
kepe me and to encreace, me. 
But alas, howe can J be glad 
whan J ſee pꝛaier ſo deſpiled 4 
O howe pꝛaier was vſed-@ kre⸗ 
quented in auncient time, whan 
I was in my floziſhinge age in 
Chꝛiſtes churche, at mionyght. 
afoze ſon ryſe, at the firſt houre, 
at third houre, at the ſixt houre, 

at the. ix houre, in the euening, 

and at compline. Theſe were 

belide ß moſt ſolemne pzaters, 
whiche were at the holye Come 

munitions. And nowe o [ozde 
what is all come fo:Thepzaier 
is made choꝛte, leſte the lelender 

and weake deuotion ſhoulde be 
ouerlated with it. But the des 
uotion is ſo dull, that wi 

choꝛt pꝛaier it is nothing ſtirred. 
and the pzater is ſo ſhoʒte, that 


THECOMPLIAINT 


deuofton onles it were moe 
quicke, can not ariſe at the cal- 
lung therof, This was the exer⸗ 
tile and the diſcipline of the old 
churche, in which the miniſters 
and they that were of the cler⸗ 
gie ſpente all tyme in pꝛaier, re⸗ 
dinge ſtudie, wzitinge, viſiting 
the ſyke, comfoꝛtinge, exhoꝛ⸗ 
tinge,pzeaching , and ſuche ſpi⸗ 
rifuall occupations. Nowe we 
haue learned that God carethe 
not foꝛ longe pꝛaiers, but foꝛ a 
good harte and true faith. But, 
whur we be fallen from oure 
pꝛaters, oure fatthe is almooſt 
dede and gone. If pꝛaier be the 
gleuatton of the minde toward. 
Godſſecluding al other woꝛld⸗ 
lie and carnal bufines, than the 
longer it is, the better it muſte 
be- Ik it conſiſte but in _ 
28220 | ude 
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fude of wozdes without affen- 
tion of minde towarde God, 
than it is repzoned. We haue 
nowe learned to contemne the 
thurches pꝛaier, # ſaye we may 
pꝛaye in all places. But while 
we graunte vnto pꝛater in all 
places, we can ſcarſelie ſuffer 
— to reſte in anye plate at all, 
the ſpace of one Pater noſter. 


Pꝛater choulde be iopned with Tob,rtt , '* r 


Faſting and Almes, but where 
are they! Their names remaine 
in the ſcriptures but the ble ol 
them lemethe to be aboliſhed. 
Men be ſo affraide of popiſhe 
ſuperſtition, that they let them 
tleane alone. They feare leſte 
they ſhoulde fall into the abuͤſe 
of them , but they pꝛouide well 


fo2 the auoiding the abuſe, wha - 


they vſe them nothinge at all. 
H. iii. The 
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The church had certaine times 
pꝛeſcribed foꝛ faltyng, Fye(ſap 
they) thys is popiſſhe. But it 
they had the ſpirite whiche they 
boaſte of, and the ſeripture in 
their hartes as in their mou; 
thes , and conſidered the oꝛde⸗ 
ringe ol Chꝛiſtes churche from 
the beginninge, a the ſentences 
and myndes of Saintes tous 
ching the ſame, they would ey⸗ 
ther amende their ſayinges and 
doinges oꝛels thet ſhould nedes 
declare them ſelfes to be of an 
obſtinat peruerſite. Da farre 
are men deſtitute of me nowe a 
dapes(thꝛoughe their own wil- 

fulnes) that whan time of com⸗ 
mon pꝛaier is, than will they be 
moſt pꝛophanelie occupied, whã 
tyme ok abſtinence is, tban will 


ther do moſt ſolemne feaſte and 
ſacri⸗ 
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ſacrifice to the vozlde and to 
the bellye. Our faſtinge, ſaye 
they, hould not be at this time; 
0zat that tyme apointed, buf 
whan we be diſpoſed, But why 
are they not diſpoſed,whan the 
church laboureth fo diſpoſe thee 
But thaf eyet reiace to declare 
thelelfes A an pther diſpoljtio 
tt that they can nat ſynde in 
their hartes to be 92doved by 
that ſpirite wh red 
the church from she beginning. 
J can with greate difficulties 


fynde one nowe in a;hole.cytie + : -. 


whiche faſteth one daye, except 
if be fo the bodie oꝛ the purſe, 
and not foz the ſoule. As for 
pꝛinate faſtinge 92 ꝑꝛiuate and 
lolitarie prater, J ſpeake no⸗ 
thinge. Where they be vled, J 
am greatipe delighted. But 

N F. v. their 
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Fh6irrarenelſe is luche that 
baue ſmall mater to beieytè 
It choulde greatly tomkoꝛt me 
if the cõmon Were better vled. 
By which J haue in fies paſt 
ſtitted vpe ſt bꝛoughte manye to 
the vie ofthe pꝛiuũt, moze ſted 
faltite, Dell, holighe men pꝛay 
oztalte litle : pet they make a⸗ 
mendes with Ames. Foz they 
knowe what is wzyten' in the 
Gvſpell. 'Gpye Almes and all 
ig cleane fo pon. But fox verye 

chaine let the hold their peace, 

Aut. x. nd remembꝛe whithe way the 
Almes ofall the wozlde paſte 

is gone. Gueris mannes Almes 

is tohimlelfe, and beſtowed vs 

pon him ſelfe and not foz Gods 

des ſake. O cruel charitie, o mt: 
ſerable pouertie, o mercie with 

gut grace. Euerie man — 

— = chari⸗ 
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charitable » he hath no neigh⸗ 

bour but him ſelfe. Euerie man 

is fo pooꝛe in his owne ſighte, 

thaf henedefh all thiges which 

hemayecome bye, Euerie man 

is ſo mereifull that he woulde 

haue all, and deparfe with no 

thinge , ercepte it be in the re⸗ 

ſpecte of the fleche # the wozld, 

This tnſaciable Juarice is the, Tim. t:: 

roote of all euylles,the mother 

of miſchieke, and coꝛruptrice of 

al conſcience and cõmon welth. 

She peruerteth all faithe, che 

blyndeth the harte and chaun⸗ 

gethe man (whoe is bozne to 

helpe mã ) into a tyꝛaũte, which 

is woꝛſe than a beaſt oꝛ a diuel. 

O auaryte thou arte my mooſt | 

ertreme and cruell aduerſarye, be 

J can not ſufficientlie accuſe 

the. Thou haſte thzoughe thy 
craktie 
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traftie and falſe perſuaſiong 
vfterlte expelled and banhed 
me furthe of the countre, which 
by righte J ought to inhabite, 
whiche is mans ſoule-. Other 
vyces aſſaile me from ſome ſpe⸗ 
ciall ſtates ot men, and in cer⸗ 
taine places moze one than an 
other. But thou in euerie place, 
from euerie eſtate, and on eue⸗ 
xy ſyde, moſt fierſlie ceaſiſt not⸗ 
to bete vpon me, ſo that the ſe: 
tence ok Hieremie was neuer 
ſo true as it is now, ſaying. Fro 
Hiert. vi the greateſt vnto the leaſte, all 
folowe Auarice and wozke all 
craffelie. © kylthie Anarice, 
howe haſte thou infected and 
poyſoned all vocations, offices, 
all ſtates and degrees? Thou 
haſte extinguiched the lampes 
of clergie, thou haſt 2 
e 
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the honour of nobilitee, thou 


haſte cozrupted all the meane 
and inferto2 ſozte of the tommi⸗ 
nalte, Lawe, iuſtice, conſcience, 
honeſtie, ftdglite, mercie are all 
thzoughe thy vpolence troden 
bnder foote. O blynde Auarice 
how haſt thou put out the eyes 
of the woꝛlde, that men can nei⸗ 
ther ſee what is honeſtie, noz 
diſcerne what is trulie and cer⸗ 
tainlye pꝛofitable: O falſe and 
ſubtill Auarice, howe haſt thou 
obtayned the name of wildome 
and pꝛouidence, ſeinge that of 
all vices thou art moſt fooliche, 
deſtroyenge thy ſelfe thzoughe 
thyne owne gredines: O detel⸗ 
table Juarice of mooſt falſe 
iudgement a eſtimacion, which 
haſte made all vyle thinges ſo 
deare, c moſt pꝛecious thingen 
0 
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ſo vyle. How haſt thou enhaũ⸗ 
ſed the rente of the vyle catth « 
Howe haſt thou encreaſed the 
pꝛyte and valewe of all tranſi⸗ 
tozie thinges , whjche men cy: 
ther fo ncceſlite, oꝛ fſoꝛ ccmmo⸗ 
ditt end pleaſcur doth occupie: 
And contrarxe wiſe thou haſle 
dim iniſted, impaired a bzoucht 
do vun the pzyce and eſitmacion 
of all heauenlte thinges, whiche 
cughte to be mooſt let bye, as 
learning, vertue, Gods wozde, 
teachinge, pꝛeachinge, and all 
kynde of ſpirituall nuniſtract- 
on. Theſe thynges haſte thou 
bzeughte to no eſtimacion, and 
made them in manecr ryghte 
ncucht. And their miniſtcrs 
thou haſt defrauded, and made 
them lo bare, that they be not 
able to ſuſteyne the heardnele 
0 


r RAe H. 


ofthis wretched Ipfe, All this 
ai Aden a 


rule, But 
lee thygde tel 155 which al 
tome of thy fell, excepto fl 
ſhoꝛtlye auppde h ale and 
me haue moze libertie. It thou 
were not the e ümpe iſe” 
doubte nothinge, but with the 
inſtrumet of the wooꝛde ot God, 
and good handlyng of the lame 
(by ſuche miniſters as J coulde 
pꝛepare, enable and ſet furthe) 
J ſhoulde deale metelie well 
W all other vices, that theſtate 
of the woꝛlde choulde be much 
moze tolerable. and the general 
plague of ĩiquite houlde not be 
ſo feruẽt. But while thou doeff 
tontinue in thy rage and 155 
the 
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thy floodes ariſe in ſuche fozce 
that no. — aps them, 
noꝛ no dyfcyes dꝛinke them v 
dan oh an b, 


wohnte errunneft all at 


| largezwith thybzyberſe, extoz- 


fion;exaction , oppzcſſions thy 
manyfolde muenctons and des 
uiſes of deſtructien. J deter⸗ 
mine it to be beſt foꝛ me, to ſetze 
here and there mine habitation 
where J mape, and to deſire all 
men in the meane time to take 
patience, althonghe J bzinge 
not gcncrall refozmacion and 
redꝛeſſe of thinges accozdynge 
to their wiche „ & ſo longe krul⸗ 
trate their expectacion. Ther⸗ 
foze as one diſpairynge to te⸗ 
coner and obtain my hole dewe 
ryght, whiche J oughte to pol⸗ 
ſeſle, (ſo wzongefullie withho⸗ 
den from me by this — 

ane 
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dame Auarice) J (all yet be 
content pꝛiuatelie fo ſerche and 
ſpye what good J may do. And 
Itruſte that ( God willynge) 
chall in diuers places get ſome 
pꝛape amonges the people and 
make ſome one that feareth 
God wozth a thouſande of the 
reſt of the wycked. And foꝛ as 
much as my loude general cries 
tan not be harde, J chall labour 


ſecretelp with ſuche as J (hall. 


kynde mete foz me, c perſwade 
them (a parte ſeuerally) one by 


one, as it chal be Gods pleaſure 


that Ichall mete with them; 

Let euery one therfozeattende 
and take heade( vpon the payne 
intollerable whiche chall inlue) 
that when ſo euer J fynde him 
oꝛ he me, that thenhe do enbꝛace 
me with all 2 and 2 

a 


© 
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al carefulneſſe retaine and kepe 
me. But what Could J thug 
ſpeake of thee O man what ſo 
euer thou art, as though J wer 
farre from thee? Where ſo euer 
thou art J am ready at hande 
to entre into thee, If thou doeſt 
not thzough the malice of thine 
owne woll reſyſt me. J am all 
ſpꝛed about thee, as the ayer oz 
the light. It thou ſtop not thine 
owne bzeathe (thzough wyltul⸗ 
nes) and cloſe not thine eyes of 
malicious ſette purpoſe, thou 
mult nedes recetue # admit me, 


„Peta. u The whole yerth is repleniſhed 


with me, lyns the tyme that 
Chaift was incarnate, He pur⸗ 
chaſed me foꝛ the wozld in ſuch 
plentie that I can not be conſu⸗ 
med: Gratia et veritas per leſum 
facta eſt. He appointed me to 

NN chyne 
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OF GRACE. i if 
chyne in his churchas the ſonne 11 
in the firmament. From the tt 
heate of my beames nocreature tal... 
tan hyde himſelfe. Nowe is the 1 | 
day of ſaluacion, in the whiche 1 
I teaſſe not — to ſhyne 
How is the acceptable txme, in 
the 2 IJ ceaſſe not to call. Con. 
vpon the eares of your heartes 
vnto me. All ye childzen of men 
behold # coſidze what ineſtima 
ble treaſure ye haue & may haue 
by me, and howe w2etched and 
miſcrable ye ate without me. J 
Gallleadeyou the ryght waies 
and ewe you the kingdome of 
God. J ſhal geue you knowlege 
and bnderſtading , and pꝛoſper 
you in all pour affaires and la⸗ 
bours, (which without me chal 
be but vaine & without effect). 
J Gail make a thozowe and a 
Ju. perkite 


Joan. 13. 


2 [Coꝛ 6. 
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perfite peace of good conſcience 
and. quietnes of mynde, with 


lope in the holy goſt, which pal⸗ 


ſeth al wozldly delites & pleaſus 
res. If ye refuſe me, vour peace 
chalbe but warre, and your toye 
bytterneſſe, and your pleaſure 
chalbe turned into payne, Let 
all your care be fo kepe me,Foz 
Jam (doubt you not) alreadye 
offered and geuen to you abun⸗ 
dantly.Receiue me not in vain, 
but ſuffre me to wozke and ex⸗ 
erciſe my pꝛoperties ſt vertues 
in you, that pour ſanctification 
map be perfite, and ye may in⸗ 
wardely retoyce in the ſight of 
God, J exhozte you to returne 
with all your heart vnto ß loꝛd 
pour God, and wader no lenger 
after your owne ſenſual deſires 
whiche fight againſt the ſoule, 

| whiche 
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whithe labour to bꝛyng you fo 
eternal deſtruction, Remembze 
your ſelues and the eue rlaſting 


woꝛlde to come, wherin ye hall Matth. :5 


euermoꝛe liue in toy,02 eternal⸗ 
ly continue in paine, whiche ean 
not be expꝛeſſed. Lette not the 
flech deceiue you, noꝛ the woꝛld 
blynd you, noꝛ the deuil ſo ouer⸗ 
lay ou, that ye looſe the he⸗ 
ritage, where vnto my deſire is 
to bꝛyng you, O wꝛetched and 
bnhappp, ik ye be dilapointed of 
that glozye wherevnto ye are 
redemed. But kolowe my couns 
ſell x ye Chall be ſure fo obtaine 
the pzomiſes.PeaJ do not only 
geue counſell, but J alſo helpe 
your infirmitie, c bere vp your 
wekenes, a dꝛawe you foꝛward 
thꝛough my ſwete inſpirations 
and ſuggeſtions. Jopen pour 

Jui. eyes 


4 
9 1 f 
4. 
- 4 
. 


N Tobt. ri. 


THE COMPLAINT 


eyes, a would gladly open them 
better if you would ſufre me, 
thaf you myght ſee your owne 
offences and wyckednes, a that 
pe might behold the vanife and 
falſenes of the wozlde,and pers 
ceiue ⁊ auoyde the craffie ſna- 
res of all wycked ſptrifes,your 
ghoſtly enemies. J would ili « 
minate you with the knowlege, 
vnderſtanding, # feling of hea- 
uenly thynges, #take from you 
the vayne reſpectes of thinges 
of this tranſitoꝛie woꝛld. J am 
lyke vnto the gall of the fyſhe, 
wherewith the eyes of Tobye 
were anointed. Foꝛ J geue #re 
ſtoꝛe clere ſight,. a cauſe 8 ſcales 
of falſe imaginations & vayne 
phantaſties to fall fro the ries, 
that ma may beholde ſtedfaſtly 
the light of truth, # ſee thinges 

in 


in their natiue colours. J teſto⸗ i, oy 
red ſight vnto Paule, oz ra- 11 
ther bꝛought in do him a newe "hy 
ſyght - But fyzlt I made him att. r. 


blynde, c ſo J muſt do alſo with 
vou. Fyꝛſt I ſayJ muſt take fro 
you that falſe ſight and regard 
whiche pou haue of tempozall 
thinges, after the wozking and 
deſire of pour owne luſtes and 
affections. and than baing vnto 
you a true ſight of thynges ſpi⸗ 
ritual and heauenly. And kur⸗ 
thermoꝛe, as J did caſt doune 
Paule and made him weake, # 
made him ſtrong after. In lyke 
maner alſo muſt J entreat you. 
J mult caſt you doune into res 
pentaunce, penaunce, humtlitte 
of heart, lowlynes and confeſſt- 
on,afoze that I can ſtrengthen 
you 02 make you valtant oz able 

ſouldiers 
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g. lt. ſouldiers vnder the baner of 
Chꝛiſt. My pꝛopertie is firſt to 
moꝛtifie, and than to quicken: 
kirſt to caſt doune and than to 
raiſe vp again, Fyꝛſt to quench 
and than to kyndle: Fyꝛſte to 
wounde and make ſoze, # than 
to heale:Firſt to humiliate,and 
than toeralte. They which will 
not abyde and ſuſteine my firſt 
operation, cannot be partakers 
of the ſeconde. Therfoze if thou 
wilt haue me wozke mp pꝛinci⸗ 
pal effectes, (the whiche be to 
make thee a true ſeruaunt of 
God in this life, æ a poſfeſſour 
of the glozy eternal) than ſuffer 
me firſt to lay my ſharpe lalues 
and bitter medicines vnto the. 
And pet not ſo ſharpe oz bytter 
but that they be eaſte and plea⸗ 
ſaunt inough mixed X _— 

| 
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with toye cc comkoꝛte moze than 
man can deſerue, Fo2 my medt- 
cine is bothe the wyne and tho 
ople , whiche the Samaritane 
did poure vpo the wounded ma 


that deſcended from Jeruſalem Luc. r. 


to Hiericho. J am the very wa⸗ 
ter of life, he that wyll, let him 
come a receiue me foꝛ gramer⸗ 
tie. Come vnto me pe that be 
thꝛiſtie, # ye that haue no mo⸗ 


ney, come and bye that ye may Efate.tv. 


haue to eate. Come bye wyne & 
molke without any money o2 
money wo2th. Though ye haue 
nothing wherewith to bye me, 
het if you wil, ye (hal haue plen⸗ 
tie ⁊ abundãce of me thꝛough v 
goodnes of Chꝛiſt, who is mine 
duthoꝛ, maker, æ kounder. J am 
not leſſe to be eſtemed though 
thou pape nothing foꝛ me, but 

haue 


THECOMPLEINT 


haue me frely geue vnto thee. 
am payed foꝛ by him, which ons 
ly was able by due and iuſt ex⸗ 
chaũge to purchaſe me: (which 
was the ſonne of God thy ſa- 
utour) require nothing on tht 
part but a fre hearf, the whiche 
alſo thou ſhalt haue ofme.if tht 
peruerſitie do not wſtand me.) 
abhoꝛe to come where any cha⸗ 
lenge of delert is, But where J 
come J make deſerf, and bzing 
in wozthines, where as no wor! 
thines is 02 can be but though 
me onely. J am the linely ſeede 
whiche beyng caſt into the colde 
and barren pearth, neuertheles 
doth ſpꝛyng vp and floꝛiche and 
bꝛyng furth fruit, which is ple⸗ 
7 ſant to faſt # ſmelling of God 
[1 Bi. 08 and all his ſaintes and Angels. 
1. I am the raine and ſwete — 
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whiche moiſteth and molltfieth 
the colde and d2ye grounde of 
mannes harte, that it maye be a 
frufefull felde vnto God. J am 
the verie hande of God, whiche 
rayſeth and healeth whom ſo e⸗ 
uer J touche, it they chꝛinke not 
from me. Jam the pleaſaunt x 
amiable eye of p very kyng Je- 
ſus, in whale gracious looke is 
lyfe, and in whoſe diſpleaſaunt 
countenance is death. Jam the 
cheike hãdmayde of God. Jam 
the mother and maiſtres of all 
vertue and holynes. Jam the 
toote of the good tree, whiche 
bꝛingeth furthgood fruit. Jam 
the nourſe of good woꝛks, their 
gupde and their keaper, their 
vertue # their perfection, ⁊ but 
foz me and by me, they be but 


baine and counterkeit. am the 


ſtraight 


Lt 
24 . 
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ſtreight lyne  pathe way vnto 
gloꝛy. Therfoꝛe J counſell thee 
receiue me, c diſdain note what 
ſoeuer thou art) to ſerue me, 
So {half thou be free fro al ſer⸗ 
uitude, æ attaine moſt glozious 
libertie. It thou be a Loꝛd erle, 
duke, Pꝛynce, oꝛ neuer ſo great 
a poteſtate in this wozlde, yet 
Wout me thou arte but a ſlaue 
and a wꝛetche, beyng but a vile 
dꝛudge of ſynne, and ſeruant of 
all thyne owne noughtie affec⸗ 
Johan. vit tions: Omnis enim qui facit pec 
catum ſeruus eſt peccati - Whiche 
fro this tranſitoꝛie rule, domi⸗ 
nion c lo2dſhip will bzyng thee 
into everlaſting bondage t cap⸗ 
Roma. vi. finitie : Stipendia enim peccati 
mors, what reaſo1s it that thou 
which art a ruler ſhalt be woꝛſe 
than thei whiche be vnder 13 
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It thou be moze vicious, moꝛe 
foliſhe,mo2e vaine,moze blynde 
in the ſoule,art thou not wozſez 
Howſhalt thou rule oz gouerne 
other, whiche ruleſt lo badly thy 
ſefe, oꝛ rather art ruled ſo vn⸗ 
graciouſly out of al rule of ver⸗ 
tue and goodnes: Without me 
thine honour Chalbe turned into 
hame, thy grace into vngraci⸗ 
ouſnes,thy maieſtie into miſery 
and thy dignitie c pꝛeeminence 
into extreme cofuſton, And the 
higher thou art, the lower thou 
ſhalte be bꝛought. But if thou 
attende vnto me, I Chal conduct 
thee fo true & table honoꝛ, and 
perfite renowne of glozy; J (hal 
make thee get fauour, æ to wyn 
the hartes of thy ſubiectes, te⸗ 
nantes, leruauntes oz ſuche as 
be vnder thee, and teache the to 

ozdze 


Pꝛouer.: . 
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oꝛdꝛe them in mſtice with equi: 
tie, and to gouerne them by the 
ſpirite of wyledome, that they 
Gall bothe loue & feare theecag 
their father) a be alwape ſure# 
fapthful vnto thee , Foz be thou 
aſſured, where dzede is without 
loue, there is grudge & hatred, 
whiche in tyme wyll bꝛyng dil⸗ 
pleaſure. The pꝛoper natureof 
a pꝛynce oꝛa true Loꝛde, ruler, 
oꝛ maiſter is, to pꝛouide & pꝛo⸗ 
cure the commoditie of ſuche as 
be vnder his ſubiection. He that 
ſcketh onelp his owne pꝛofite f 
pleaſure, is rather woꝛthy the 
name of a deteſtable tyꝛãt. The 
hart of a king ſayth Salomõ i 
in the had of God. Kepe tht hatt 
there. Let God rule & moderate 
thy heart, take not thy heart 
furth of bis hande. Jn mm 
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ſhalbe in ß power of God, whe⸗ 
ther thou wylt oꝛ not, e he ſhall 
Incline & turne it as it pleaſeth 
him,cither to thyne honour and 
welth of thi ſubiectes (ik thou be 
acceptable in his ſight) oz els to 
thyne owne deſtruction & their 
punichement, ik thou diſplcaſe 
him But committe ( J ſaye)thp 
harte, thy purpoſe, and entente 
into the gracious hand of God, 
and there let it reſt in his gra⸗ 
cious wyll, and doubte not but 
his hande wyll euer be redpe to 
ayde and defende the. Put all 
the courage of thy harte and al 
thy ſtronge truſte in the hande 
of God, & neither in golde Jus 
les, noꝛ ryches, noꝛ no woꝛld⸗ 
lye Armures oꝛ munitions.De⸗ 
(are thy ſelfe like vnto God, as 
thou arte a pꝛincipall miniſtre 
and 


— —— 
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x ſpectacle'of God in the earth, 
chewe furthe thy power in do⸗ 
inge good and no harme. And 
rcmebze what power ſtrengthe 
and might is graunted and cõ⸗ 
mitted vnto the. But koꝛgette 
not him which is moze mightie, 
and almyghtie, and able in a 
momente to lubuerte all thre 
puiſſaunce, and annichilate thy 
mateſtye. Wyſe men in tymes 
paſte haue ſzide. That to tule 
well, is the cheife of al ſciences, 
Who ſo euer beareth rule, and 
hath charge of people commit- 
ted vnto him, he hath conning 
enoughe, it he can well gouerne 
and o2dze them, fo whom he is 
apoinfed to be a paſtoure, Not 
onlie ſpiritual miniſters ought 
to be paſtours, but alſo pꝛinces 
And lozdes, God laid vnto — 
ul 


OF GRACE. N 1 4 
nid, Chou chalt fede, thou alt , Reg. 
be paſtour ouer my people of 
Iſtael. This conninge of plap« {1 
inge the good paſtour , is not N 
obtained but by me, it requireth 
the gifte of aſingular wiledome 
whiche J get vnto them that 
aſke it of God, as Salomon 
did. This gifte is not goten by. Neg. eat. 
any other learning thã thzough 
my inſpiration. Althoughe vout- 
warde learning, and redinge ol 
good bookes, be a neceſſarte ins 
frumeut; wherby J may com⸗ 
modioullie wozke with pztnces 
and great menne of the woꝛlde. 
Foz good bookes be no klate⸗ 
ters but chewe many good in⸗ 
ſiructions # examples foꝛ tht᷑. 
Whiche neither their frendes, 
ſeruauntes no2 ſubiectes fox 
feare dare ſpeake. Therfoze did | 
K. i. a cer⸗ wh 
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a certatne wyſe Ppiloſopher 
councell onesa kynge often to 
paſſe the time in redinge oꝛ hea⸗ 
ring the wꝛitinges of good and 
wyle menne , and to rede hiſto⸗ 
ries and to conſydze the pꝛoce⸗ 
dinges a chaũces of the tymeg 
paſt, wherby they may learne 
muche pꝛudence. But the lpeci- 
all thinge that kepeth me backe 
from pzinces,lozdes,and great 
men, is the euyll miniſters, ſer- 
uauntes and ſuch as be aboute 
them. Foz it is bnpoſſible(ſaith 
one wile ma ) that a pꝛince ſhuld 
fall into great vyces, onleſſe he 
haue miniſters whiche entyte 
t moue him to the ſame. Howe 
happie then are thoſe. pꝛinces 
and great men. which haue ver ; 
tuous and honeſt men aboute 


oy who wyll make no ſugge» 
ſtiong 


niſtros habet impios: I kynge oꝛ 
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ſtions, but ſuch as chalbe com& 
dable # pꝛofitable to the wozld, | | 
honozable fo their mayſter, and 1 
acceptable to God: Where ſuch 
miniſters and ſeruauntes be, 

bleſſed is the common welthe. 

pta where they be not, there is 

no common wealth at all. X 

pzince oz greate ruler whiche 

gyueth eare vnto flattererg, de⸗ 
tractours, lyers , and falſe tale 

— 3 = — — — 

lomon lateth. Rex qui — 1 
audieuerba mendact} , omnes mi. 


any ruler which gladly heareth 

weades of leling. hatheall hys - 

miniſters. wycked:. O that J | 

coulde pꝛinte but this one ſhozf 41 

ſentice of Salomon in the hart 

it all pꝛinces. Miſericordiaer ue⸗ i ĩouet. x 
R. li. ritas 
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ritas cuſtodiunt regem. Mertyt 

and truthe defende the kynge. 

Chere is no garde of men no; 

ſtronge walles of ſtoone, that 

can better defende him than 

tyeſe. Mercye becommeth all 

men, but ſpeciallte pzinces.Not 

onlye in pardoninge and remit⸗ 

tyng the offences of trauſgreſs 

ſours ( whiche manye tymes 

mercie requireth moze to haue 

puntſhed than pardoned) but in 

bautnge compaſſion ot the mts 

ſerie of the pooze, and ſuche as 

be oppzeſſed. In bꝛouidynge fox 

10 04 — — j 
n Uer ſapth! y the mouth o 
| — jy Pla xvitt, — e and nedie frõ 

dh. fl b the hande of the ſinticr- The 

19 mercie and pitie of a pꝛince wyl 
[ | ſuffer nothynge to be amiſſe. 


Than conſequently,truthe and 
wie 
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ſuſtiee do ſtabliſhe his chayer « 1 
He wyll ſee all w2onges reuen⸗ l 
ged, much lefle he wyl do wꝛõge 111 
him ſelfe. I nede make no lon⸗ | 

er exhoztacion vato him, let 
fim reade in the law ofGod(as. 
he 18 commaunded and there 
chall he ſee his duetie deſcribed (aral. 
bnto him. And that foz all ys 
hyghnes, yet is he but a ſeruãt, ad Nom. 
t miniſtreth vnto other. And it. 
accozdinge to hys miniſtration 
chall he receyue hys rewarde. 
One thynge J muſt nedes put 
him in remembꝛaunce of, that 
he leke my doughter peace, and 
with all his ſtudye continuallie 
kepe her, koꝛ a chꝛiſten kynge 
ſhoulde be an image of Chꝛiſte. 
Who is rex pacificus and hateth 
all warre debate and contentt- 
n. One of the auncient greate 
| K. iii. clerkes 
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elerkes ſayth: that a tyꝛant is a 
pꝛince of warre, but a king iss 
p2ince of peace. If kinges and 
— be ruled by me, J 
uld teach them to finde peate, 
t to kepe her. Foꝛ grace x peace 
tan not but be topned together: 
as commonly they be in the F- 
poſtles Epiſtles in their firſt rex 
comendacions. As fo2 al ſtates 
of the nobilite, woulde God thet 
did depelie conſyd2e,that with: 
out me there is no nobilite, but 
moſt vyle ignobilite, thoughe it 
be folden in chaynes of golde, 
+ w2apped in purple, veluet o: 
ſylke. The Jewes thought the 
ſelfes gentlemen # ſayd:Patrem 


Jo ꝛu. vitt, habemus Abraham. But Chuſte 


bad them pꝛoue it, and do the 
woꝛkes of Ibꝛaham. It beco- 


meth noble bloudes to folowe 
their 
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their noble pꝛogenitoꝛs in ver⸗ 
tue, and not vamlye to boſſe of 
their pedigree . Noble bloude 
map well be called noble, if if 
haue in it a noble ſpirite, rege⸗ 
gerate and renued by me, foz 
ſuche be noble in dede: That is 
to ſape, ſonnes of God # heyres 
apparaunte of his kyngdome. 
Els they be but of a vyle ſtocke 
and a coꝛrupte roote, whiche is 
the nature of Adam. J woulde 
they houlde haue in remem⸗ 
bꝛaunce their beginninge, and 
wherof they come. Than chall 
no pꝛyde raygne in their har⸗ 
tes. Whiche ſynne is moſt con⸗ 
frarie to a gentle ſpiritec wher⸗ 
o they bere their name) They 
tame al of one ſlyme, but J wil 
not go ſo farre, They come all 
from the ſpade + the mattocke. 
| B.tiit, And 
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And fhat of ſo late tyme, that 
feuo: of their houſes can recken 
their noble diſcente from many 
hu:2:eth peres pat, God (as 
his pleaſure is) raiſeth 5 paoze 
min from the da1gegyll, and 
mketh him ſit with the pꝛinceg 
of hys people. Let thi therfoze 
not diſdayne that other aryſe 
into noble place and dignitee, 
ſpeciallpe tf they attapne ther⸗ 
bnto by their vertur and actt- 
uite, whiche is the true entre to 
all nobilitee. It is greater com⸗ 
mendation to be the firſte of a 
noble houſe o2 ſtocke,than to be 
the laſte.'J woulde they would 
all be aduertiſed by me, than 
ſhuld they haue firſt the loue of 
God, ⁊ than the loue of others, 
(whom God loueth) a be cleare 
and farte from all 3 ” 
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Of the clergie ve kno ve what 
Jhaueſayd. I lamente manye 
to be ſo ignoꝛaunte, m ine to 
be learned with out the ryghte 
bſe of conninge, manie to be ſo 
ſclaunderous in their conuer⸗ 
ſacion to the hole churche, and 
fee to haue bothe learninge 
and godlie zeale and holpe lyfe 
whereby to edifpe the people. J 
lamente their dilſſentions # di⸗ 
uerſifies of opinions whereby 
the vaite of Chziſtes religion 
iz cut in peces, æ the peple ſo a- 
maſed that thei wote not what 
to thinke. It they would be oꝛ⸗ 
dered by me, they Choulde fall fa 
moe earneſt ſtudie with pꝛaier 
and abſtinence and leue their 
banitees, and gyue better ers 
amale of lpte, and ſo ſtoppe the 
mut zes of falſe teachers, and 

| ſtabliſhe 
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ſtabliche the people in true faith 
and doctrine. God comaunded 
in the law of Moyſes that none 
which had notable defozmities 
in their body chuld be admitted 
to offre the bꝛeade of God. By 
whiche defoꝛmities were ſigni⸗ 
fied ſpirituall fautes and vices, 
from whiche men of the clergie 
Gould be cleane and pure. But 
God knovocth,becauſe they caſt 
me ok, and ſet me at lyght, ma: 
nye ok them be ilfauored and 
myſchapen creatures. But J 
knowe what God hath purpo⸗ 
led and kirmelie decrced with 
him ſelfe, that onlelle they a⸗ 
mende and enbꝛace me earneſt⸗ 
Iye and take better hede to the 
woꝛde of God, he will ſende his 
curſe bpon them, depꝛyue them 
of all reputation, and make - 
0 „ P 
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bedefpiſed of the people, belide 
their later condẽpnation, which 
they Chal nof eſcape. But if thet 
woulde ſuXF?r me to abide with 
them, J Gould make them like 
bnto thoſe auncienfe fathers 


ol whom thei claime the ſucceſs 


ſion: I mean: the Apoſtles, 
Marty2s,and Conkeſſours. J 
choulde make them verye pyl⸗ 
lers of the churche, and not gaͤr⸗ 
quilles in the walles. J Hould 
mae them acceptable to God, 
honoꝛable to the people, veelbe⸗ 
loued to good pꝛinces, and fears 
full to the euyll. I Gould make 
them mylde without puſillants 
mite, and bolde with fobzenes 
and diſcretion, learned without 
pzeſuinpfion, x feruent in zeale 
accoꝛdinge to charitee toyned 
with true leaxninge. J made 

3 Nathan 
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1 «Keg... Nathan bolde to ſpeake vnte 
Kea. . Daud, and Iykewiſe Elpe to 


Marc 6, 


* 0 m. ilit. mothee. Be attẽtiue in redyng, 
, e.. exhozting, a learninge. Learns 
M as ve ſhoulde do. That is, kirſt 
to amende and refourme your 
* ſelfes 


|| i Vacb. % ſpeake vnfo Achab, and John 


Baptiſt fo repꝛoue Herode, x 
Ambꝛoſe to repꝛoue Theodoſi⸗ 
us, anda thowſande ſuche ex⸗ 
amples haue J wꝛought a am 
no leſſe able to do ſo ſtyll if J 
might be ſuffred,and finde apte 
inſtrumentes.Therfoze J laye, 
Pe of the clergie receaue me, 
holde me while ye may, æ make 
much of me, that J vaniche not 


from vou afoze pe be ware, and 


than your repentaũte be to late. 
Remẽbꝛe that which pou redde 
of me in your bookes.pea J ex⸗ 
hozte you as Paule dothe Ti⸗ 
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ſelfes. Thou which teacheſt an wer 
other, teacheſte not thy ſelfe. X 
Thou reioyleſt in the lawe,and Koma-tt 1 
thzoughe bzeakinge of the lawe 1 
doeſt dichonour God. Awake JF. 


ape, remembze thpe ſelfe,thye 


vocation, and thy charge. Thou 

arte appointed to confeſſe the 

name of Chꝛiſt, to be a lanterne 

chyninge in the eyes to teache 

the ignozante, to lede the blinde 

to directe the feble-# weake, to 

ede the chepe of Chꝛiſſe, in ol 

ſome paſtures, to be apozter of 

the houſe ol god, take hede thou 

be not founde a * at the ſo» 

dayne cominge ok the greate Fe 

ide. Woo be to the if thou of- Nate“ 

lend one of the leſt. Better were math. .,, 

it to2 the to be caſte with a myl⸗ 

ſtane aboute thy necke into the 141 

hothome of the ſea . Beware | 
thou 1 8 
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thou be not one of them, whiche 
b chalbe cut in pecces, c thy parte 
"mv J put with hypocrites. pt chalbe 
better foz the to heare that ioy⸗ 
Fr ath. :;, full woꝛde. Euge ſerve bone & 
uc. 19. ſidelis, and ſo furthe.Finallie to 
make an ende, concerninge the 
hole common people, and all de⸗ 
grees and oꝛdꝛes therofit were 
to longe to expꝛeſſe and ſpeake 
out all mater of exhoztacion, 
whiche J would gladlie pzinte 
in their hartes. It is ouer gre- 
uous and lamentable foz me to 
tarye and declare al, a it chould 
alſo be but vayne, ſeinge it is 
to well knowen, howe J am 
decapedamonges the touching 
the lermice of God, # all godlie 
deuotion, touching al obeditce, 

good oꝛdꝛe and diſcipline. But 

what remedie: If I could an 

ge 


tour and chief Names. Thers 


rule amonge them whiche be in 
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get the ouer hande amoges the ; 
hygher ſozte, J choulde moze a 
faſelte obtapne rule amonges | 
the inferiours. Foz as the great Oſee.iitt, 15 
men of the woꝛlde and the cler⸗ 
keg be, ſo be the people, whiche 
as a flocke of chepe can not (of 
ſunplicite ) but folowe the pal⸗ 


foꝛe almyghtie God graunte of 
his mercie, that I map bere ful 


dignite, authozite and pzeemis 
nence, that the pooꝛe ſhepe may 
be ledde, # guided alſo thzough 
me, in all truth, iuſtice, obedi⸗ 
ente #quietnes, And that they 
mape be all one in true faithe, 
hope, and charitie, all inwarde 
grudge, rancour, contention, 
and diuiſion beynge expelled . 
Whiche myſchiefeg ik they be 
no 


THE COMPIAINT 


not cuenched ſpedelie) mute 
nedes bzing any reainie, beug 
never ſo floziſhinge, into cala: 
mite, But J (ail with dande 
as farre as J maye be ſuffted, 
ſo that al me (all impute their 
milchiefes to none but to them 
ſelfes, @be dzyuen, maugre all 
the ubbernes of their heartts: 
finally, to actuſe them ſelfes ti⸗ 
ther with holfome, 02 bainere- 
pentaunce,# to knowledge ged 
tobe onelye all goodneſſe, and 
hrs iudgementes to ber3chte 
and wſte, To whom bee⸗ 
ternallie honour glo⸗ 
rye and pzaiſe, 
Amen 


